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TWENTY-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT 

OF THE 

DIRECTOR OF- CONVICT PRISONS 

FOR IRELAND, 

UNDER 1? & 18 VIC., CAP. 76. 



TO THE RIGHT HON. JAMES LOWTHER, M.P., 

CHIEF SECRETARY FOR IRELAND. 

General Prisons Board, Dublin Castle, 

' November, 1878. 

Sir, 

In accordance with the provisions of the Act 17- &s 18 Vic., 
cap. 76, I beg to submit the Annual Report on the state of the 
Convict Prisons in Ireland for 1877. 



A ccommodation. 

The accommodation for convicts in the Government Prisons on 
the 1st January, 1878, may be estimated as amounting to 1,670. 

Government Prisons. 

Males. Females. Total. 

Number in custody 1st January, 1878, . . 876 238 1,114 

Accommodation 1st January, 1878, . . 1,274 396 1,670 



County and City Gaols. 

Males. Females'. 

Number in custody 1st January, 1878, • .2 - . 

; Gross Total of Convicts in Ireland, 1,1 16. 



Total* 

2 



Number of Convicts sentenced to Penal Servitude during 
the Year 1877. 



5 years, . 










Males. 
. 77 


Females. 

H 


Total. 

91 


6 * 










. 1 


— 


1 


7 „ 










. 43 


26 


69 


8 „ 










« 1 


- 


1 


10 „ 




. 1 






. . 14 


2 


16 


14 „ 










. 1 


- 


1 


15 „ 










. 3 


- 


3 


20 „ ' - . 






. * 




. 2 


~ 


- 


Life, 










3 


1 


4 



Gross Total sentenced in 1877, .. 145 43 *188 

. Disposal of Convicts. ,• 

Discharged unconditionally, on completion of sentence, &c., . . 65 

Released on Orders of License, . . ,• • • . • • 1 . 

' Total, ■ . . . . .243 

•Nine of these are military convicts. • 
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Ttventy-favrth Annual Report of the Director 



The Revocations of Licenses during the year 1S77 were as 
follow : — 

Males — 

Forfeited and revoked for breach of conditions, . 6 

„ for new offences 20* 

Females — 

Revoked for breach of conditions in Refuses, &c., 6 

,, for new offences 0* 

Subjoined is a table similar to that given in previous Annual 
Reports, showing the number of Convicts respectively “In 
Custody,” etc., “Convicted,” and “Discharged,” since the year 
185i, inclusive — 



In custody in 
Government Prisons, 
January 1st. 


Year. 


Convicted. 


No. 

Discharged. 


f3,933 


1854 


710 


658 


3,427 


1855 


818 


820 


3,209 


1856 


38!) 


1,107 


2, fit 4 


1857 


426 


910 


*> 077 


1858 


358 


946 


1,773 


1859 


322 


595 


1,031 


i860 


331 


524 


1,492 


1801 


368 


561 


1,314 


1862 


542 


317 


1,575 


186.3 


511 


326 


1,768 


1864 


407 


391 




1865 


299 


410 


1,637 


1866 


265 


439 


1,431 


1867 


296 


330 


1,335 


1868 


246 


245 


1,325 


1864 


10 1 


291 


1,230 


1870 


245 


253 


1,228 


1871 


219 


265 


1,195 


1872 


201 


255 


1,143 


1873 


228 


250 


1,133 


1874 


221 


229 


1,133 


1875 


241 


238 


1,133 


1876 


192 


195 


1,155 


1877 


*188 


243 


1,114 


1878 




I 



During the past year no circumstance calling for special remark 
has occurred, the "formation of the General Prisons hoard ex- 
cepted ; under this arrangement the Convict Prisons will be in 
future under the management of the General Prisons Board, 
together with the County Prisons and the Offices of Registration 
of" Habitual Criminals. ' As stated in former reports, a large pro- 
portion of the Convicts received are of a very low and abandoned 
class, this has rendered the management of the Convict Prisons 



* One was an English license holder. 

t In addition, to this number there were 345 convicts under detention in the 
county prisons, and several hundred in Bermuda and Gibraltar, who were subse- 
quently discharged in Ireland. 

j Kino of these are military convicts. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




of Convict Prisons for. Ireland. t 7 

more difficult, -whilst the prospects of reformation are propor- 
tionally diminished. 

The conduct of the convicts has been generally good, but some 
deliberate cases of violence occurred, rendering corporal punish- 
ment necessary. 

The employments of the convicts have been the same as in 
former years, the labour of the convicts at Spike Island Prison has 
been mainly at the disposal of the Admiralty on the Hawlbowline 
Dock extension works, small parties having been occasionally 
employed by the Royal Engineer Department at Spike Island ; 
in my report on Spike Island Prison, reference is made to the 
heavy expense, resulting from the peculiar circumstances of that 
Prison ;■ the convicts in Mountjoy Male Prison have carried on 
shoemaking for the entire Convict Service, together with mat 
making, &c. ; at Lusk Prison the convicts have been employed 
on the farm and in quarry work ; at the Female Prison, Mountjoy, 
uniforms and clothing for the entire Convict Service are made up,, 
washing is undertaken for the Male Prison, Mountjoy, and Lusk 
Prison, and also for several public departments ; during the pre- 
sent year it is probable that washing will be received from other 
public departments. 

In the estimates for the present year, provision has been made 
for trades warders at the Mountjoy Male Prison, this arrange- 
ment will enable the Prisons Board to carry out alterations and 
repairs without the employment of tradesmen, both economy 
and convenience may be expected to result from this arrangement. 

I have again to remark upon the advantages afforded by the 
Refuges to well-conducted Female Convicts ; to that at Golden- 
bridge must be attributed the diminution which has, and continues, 
to take place in the number of Female Convicts. 

That returned convicts should be differently dealt with from 
those on first convictions, admits of little doubt ; the terms of 
release on license, as well as the gratuities, credited to this class 
of convicts, should be much diminished ; other changes in their 
Prison treatment might be made ; also, if in all cases of recon- 
viction, the addition of police supervision was made to the sen- 
tence, a considerable diminution in the class of habitual criminals 
might be looked for ; the labour of this class of prisoners is, as a 
rule, valueless, whilst the prospect of effecting reformation is, in 
most cases, hopeless ; in some such cases a shorter period of 
detention in a County Prison would probably prove more deter- 
rent than a more prolonged term in a Convict Prison, for the 
following reasons : — the dietary being lower during short sentences 
than that given necessarily during prolonged sentences ; it is also 
possible during short sentences to enforce stricter separation than 
during sentences prolonged, as are those of penal servitude. In the 
event of Spike Island Prison being, as is probable, handed over to 
the military authorities, it may be worthy of consideration when 
arranging for the future location of the convicts, whether it 
might not he possible to keep reconvicted convicts apart from 
those undergoing their first sentence of penal servitude. 

I think it right to state that had it not been for the assistance 
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5*' Twenty^fourth Annual Report of the Director 

I have received from the staff of this office, and from some of the 
senior officers of the Prisons, X could not have alone carried out 
the duties of this department, which, for the past five years, left 
to me the duties formerly performed by two directors, with the 
assistance of two Inspectors. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 

J. BARLOW, 

Late Director of Convict Prisons 
in Ireland. 



MOUNTJOY MALE CONVICT PRISON. 



• With the exception that the necessary repairs and alterations 
in the prison are now carried out by the convicts, no change has 
taken place in the prison arrangements calling for special remark. 
A very considerable saving has been effected by the employment 
of convict labour for repairs, &c., at; this and the female convict 
prison. • 

. During the past year 188 convicts were received; of these 161 
were transferred to other convict prisons ; 7 were discharged ; 
1 was transferred to Central Lunatic Asylum. 

, The health of the convicts has been good. Two deaths occurred 
during the year. 

■ The conduct of the subordinate officers was satisfactory. 

The general conduct and industry of the prisoners were good. 
; The usual reports, with statistics,, from the governor, medical 
officer, the chaplains, and schoolmaster, are attached. 

J. Barlow. 



GOVERNOR’S REPORT. 

, Mountjoy Male Convict Prison, 
1st January, 1878. 

' Gentlemen, — 1 have the honour to submit my annual report, with 
statistical returns for the year ending 31st December, 1877. 

t The strength of the prison staff has undergone no change since its 
reduction in . 1875. Daring the; past year one second class warder be- 
lojwin® .to the staff of this prison has-been doing duty in Spite Island 
piijsop. 0 ' ‘ Ilis. place was .occasionally supplied, .by, . a probationary warder 
whilst serving his time prior to his. final appointment^ as a warder in 
the convict service.. One second class warder resigned, and was replaced 
by an, officer, drafted' here, from the Spike Island' /prison ; staff. One 
other, a second class (cook)’ warder, was dismissed Tor drunkenness, and 
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his place was filled by a new appointment; the officer lias since been 
confirmed as a second class warder in the convict service. The conduct 
of the . officers has been good ; the trade warders have displayed zeal 
and activity when in charge of the convicts under their control, and 
the discipline has been sustained by all with strictness, devoid of harsh- 
ness and needless severity. With the exception of the one case of 
dismissal, I can report favourably of the entire staff. The chief warder 
was most diligent and efficient in carrying out the duties of his office, 
and X have been well supported by all inferior officers in maintaining 
discipline an<J governing the prison during the past year. 

The number of convicts that passed through the prison since my 
last report was 32G. The number of those who went through their 
probationary term in separation was 147. The remainder were worked 
in gangs in association. The employment of the probationary prisoners 
was confined to oakum-picking during the first three months of their 
imprisonment, after which they were put to making mats ; and matting, 
ships' fend-offs and wool rugs, whilst some few have been taught the 
preliminaries of shoemaking. Each of these convicts was worked 
separately in his own cell, and was visited constantly by the trade- 
instructing warder who had charge of the class the prisoner was em- 
ployed in. When a useful tailor is a, prisoner in probation, after he 
has passed his three months’ oakum-picking, he is worked in his cell at 
the making of fend-off cases, and the repairing of uniform and prisoners’ 
clothing. The associated prisoners are worked in gangs, and their 
labour was applied to the repair’s and erection of prison buildings, 
tilling and gardening the prison grounds, working in the shops at 
tailoring and shoemaking, whilst some few were kept for a short time 
to join the associated classes at Mountjoy Prison to act as cooks and 
cleaners, after which they were transferred to Spike I sland, in order 
that they may go through their turn on the Public Works in that 
prison. The last-mentioned batch of associated .prisoners are necessary 
to enable me fully to carry out the probationary punishment of the 
convict, which extends over a period of eight months, and which it is 
ordered shall be passed in strict separation, so that the moral and 
secular instructions at the disposal of the prison authorities may he 
freely applied during this portion of the convict’s sentence. During the 
past year, and for the first time since I have had charge of the prison, 
gangs of associated prisoners were employed in the erection of buildings, 
and the repair and renovation of Government property - in connexion 
with Mountjoy Male and Female Prisons ; since then they have painted 
and whitewashed .the, interior of this prison, -and- the- painting of the 
exterior of the prison is now in hands, and I trust will be completed 
before many weeks are passed. A new cook-house has been erected 
and is now fast, approaching completion. The wood-work, nmith and 
iron-work, masonry, excavations, Ike., &c., in connexion with it is the 
result of convict labour, and it is satisfactory to be able W report that 
the officers of. the Board of Public Works, under whose directions it 
was carried out, have expressed to me their approval of the manner in 

which the work has been done. , . , , 

The gan°’ of prisoners at work on the prison garden will complete 
-the detail of associated labour, and there has -been no change in either 
its strength or occupation since my last report. As heietofoie, e 
medical officer avails himself of this employment to assist convalescence, 
when he deems exercise in the open air to be necessary for any of the 
prisoners The presenkdiscipline has been in no way inteifered with 
Fn carrying out these labours ; and I have much pleasure in stating that 
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10 Twenty -fourth Annual Report of the Director 

the general conduct of the prisoners has been good, and I am persuaded 
that industrial employment serves materially to lessen irregularities 
■which a too constant course of penal labour would bring about. The 
general health of the prisoners during the year was good, but a larger 
proportion was admitted to hospital than in 1876. Two (2) convicts died 
during the year, and one, who had been for some time under observation 
in the prison hospital, when certified to be insane, was sent to the 
Criminal Lunatic Asylum at D undrum. There was no attempt made 
to commit suicide, nor did any prisoner make an attempt at escape. 
The medical officer has been both attentive and punctual in the discharge 
of his duties ; and the moral and religious training of the prisoners is 
scrupulously attended to by the chaplains who do duty for the respective 
persuasions. The effect of their ministrations is to be noticed in the 
amenable and respectful deportment which generally characterizes the 
convicts as a body. 

The prison buildings, and fittings pertaining thereto, are kept in 
good repair ; and the officers of ohe Board of Public Works have 
supplied all requisitions on that department that have been made upon 
them. 

I certify that the rules laid down for the government of the prison 
have been strictly complied with, except such particular cases- as have 
been specially reported to, and brought under the notice of, the Visiting 
Member of the General Prison Board. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 

P. W. Hackett, Governor. 

To the General Prisons Board, 

Dublin Castle. 



Classified Statement of the Number of Offences committed by the Prisoners 
during the year ended 31st December, 1877. 



Offences. No. 

Assaults on Officers, 1 

A ssaults on Convicts, 7 

Attempt to tamper with an Officer, 1 
Disobedience, - - - - 8 

Disobedience and insolence, - - 12 

Disorderly conduct, 4 

Insolence, ----- 4 



Offences. No. 

Idleness, - - - - - 7 

Injuring prison property, - - 2 

Prohibited articles in possession, - 4 

Other offences, - - - -14 

Threatening prison. Officer, - - 1 

Total, - - - - 65 



Classification of Crimes for which those Prisoners have been sentenced who 



were received during the 



Crimes. No. 

Arson, ------ 7 

Assault, grievous, - 3 

Assault on police, causing bodily 
injury, ----- 1 

Assault with intent to rob, - - 1 

Assault and robbery on the high seas, 1 

Assault and robbery, - 1 

Assault, occasioning actual bodily 
harm, ----- 12 

Ass stealing, ----- 2 

Bigamy, - - - - 3 

Breaking and entering dwelling, - 3 

Breaking into warehouse, - - 1 



* ended 31st December, 1877. 

Crimes. No. 

Burglary, - - - - - 4 

Burglary and felony, - - - 7 

Burglary and robbery, - - - 5 

Burglary and former conviction, - 2 

Cattle stealing, 1 

Cow stealing and previous convic- 
tion, - - - - - . 2 s 

Embezzlement, - - - 2 

Felony, ------ 2 

Felony of money, 3 

Feloniously administering poison 
with intent to kill, - - - 1 

Forgery, - - - - - 1 
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Classification of Crimes for which those Prisoners have been sentenced who Mountjoy 
were received during the year ended 31st December, 1877— continued. Male 

Cri “' s - »«■ Crimes. No. 

Firing at with intent to murder, - 1 Perjury, ..... i 

Horse stealing, - - . - 3 Rape, 6W. 

Housebreaking, - - - - 5 Receiving stolen goods, - - 3 Report » 

Housebreaking and robbery, 4 Robbery, j 

Housebreaking and robbery, and Robbery from person, - - - 1 

former conviction, - 3 Robbery with violence, 1 

Highway robbery with violence, - 1 Sheep stealing, - - _ 3 

Larceny, - 22 Sheep stealing and previous con- 

Larceny and former conviction, - 1 1 viction, - - - _ j 

Larceny and previous felony,- - 13 Shooting at with intent to kill and 

Larceny from person, - - - 12 murder, 1 

Malicious injury, 1 Writing threatening letter, - - 1 

Manslaughter, - - - - 12 Wounding with intent to do gre- 

Military offences, - - - - 9 vious bodily harm, - - - 3 

Murder, - - - - - i 

Occasioning actual bodily harm, - 1 Total, - - - - 188 

Obtaining money by false pretences, 2 



Number of Prisoners admitted in association during the year ended 
3 1st December, 1877. 



Trades. 

Carpenters from separation at 

Mountjoy Prison, - 

Masons, from do., - 

Masons, from Spike Island Prison, - 
Painters, from separation at Mount- 
joy Prison, . 

Shoemakers, from do., - 

Shoemakers, from Spike Island 
Prison, . 

Tinsmiths, from separation at 

Mountjoy Prison, - 



Trades. No. 

Prison labourers, from separation at 
Mountjoy Prison, 32 

Remaining on 31st December, 1876, 46 

Removed : — 

,, Shoemakers, - - - 14 

a ,, Masons, . - - - 2 

8 ,, Tinsmiths, - - - 1 

„ Tailors, - . . 1 

9 ,, Prison Labourers, - - 27 

Remaining on 31st December, 1877, - G4 

1 



Return of Work performed during 
Shoemaking Department. 
Making. 

Bluclier Boots, pairs, - - - 246 

Wellington „ » } - * - 199 

Navvy „ „ - - " ] “ 

Matrons’ ,, » - - - * 

Warders’ slippers, - - 43 

Matrons’ ,, >» " - fiJ 

Men’s Shoes, ,, - - • " 813 

Women’s ,, - - 37 ^ 

Children’s ,, >, " " 8 

Women’s Boots, ,, - - " a ' 

Canvas slippers, , , - - “ J J 8 

Frieze „ 124 

Repairing. 

Warders’ Boots, pairs, - - 35 

,, slippers, „ - - ** 7 j 

Matrons’ ' “ ,_7 

Men’s shoes, ,, - “ “ jo* 

Women’s ,, »* * . .“ “ 4 ‘ , 

Cots, - - - - 88 

Tailoring Department. 
Making. 

Fend-off bags, - 5#»7 

Badges, 

Aprons, - - “ “ r . 

Ticks, - - - *..*'« 

Bolsters, - ~ ~ ~ ~ l 

Table Cloths, 



the year ended 31st December, 1877. 

I Tailoring Department — continued. 



Repairing. 
Warder’s coats, - 




- 67 


„ top coats, - . 


- 


- 24 


„ trousers, 


- ' 


- 66 


,, caps, 


- . 


22 


„ vests, - 


- 


19 


Prisoners’ jackets, - 


- 


- 312 


„ trousers, 




- 1,342 


.- .vests, - 


_ 


- 161 


„ caps, - 


- 


- 71 


braces, - 


- 


- 30 


Ticks, 


- 


- 127 


Bolsters, - 


- 


- 107 


Cots, - _ - 


- 


93 



Mat, Matting, &c.. Department. 
Making. 

Brush mats, 14,128 lbs., - - 1,61 

Chain „ 3,891 lbs., - - l,0v 

Bordered „ [6,747 sq. ft., - 1,91 

Hearthrugs, - - " f 

Matting, sq. yds., - 5 » 3 - 

Coir' scrubs, r - - - 4! 

Basket covers, - ?■ - : 

Ship, &c., Mattresses, 

Fend-offs, - " - 5 

Oakum picked, 160 cwt. 1 
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Estimated Value of Prisoners’ Work, for tlie year ended 31st 
December, 1877. 



Employment. 


Daily 
average 
No. em- 
ployed for 
303 days. 


Value of 
work 

performed. 


Shoetnaking, - -- -- -- -- 

Tailoring, - - - 


26-76 


£ s. d. 
329 17 5 


4-57 


54 17 5 


Mats, matting, &c., - - - - - - 


48-03 


444 14 9 


Fend offs - -- -- -- -- - 


3-48 


i 52 11 0 


Picking oakum, - -- -- -- - 


36-81 


56 0 0 


Carpenters, smiths, tinsmiths, painters, masons, and slaters, 


8-32 


315 2 5 


Labourers, fatigue, and picking fibre, - 


29-39 


779 4 O 


Non-effective, --------- 


10-06 


— 


Totals, - - - 


167-42 


2,032 7 0 



Statement of the Number . of Convicts committed and disposed of, from 
1st January to 31st December, 1877. 



Received — 



County arid City Gaols, - 


- J37 


Convict Dep&ts, 




Military Barracks, - 


9 


License forfeited cases, 


- 20 


' Total, - 


- 188 



Removed — 

Convict DepSts, • - - 161 

Discharged, , - - 7 

Died, - - - - - 2 

D undrum Central Asylum, . - l 

Remaining in custody on 31st 
December, 1877, - - - 155 



Table showing the reported Previous Imprisonment of the Prisoners’received 
during the year ended 3.1st December, 1877. 



Not reported to have been in prison 



before. 




- 


_ 


- 


37 


Once, 


- 


- 


- 


- 


35 


Twice, - 


- 


- 


- 


- 


28 


Three times, - 


- 


- 


- 


- 


16 


Four „ - - 


- - 


- 


- 


- 


10 


Five 


• - . 


- • 


- 




9 


Six ■ „ - - 


■ - 


- 


- 




5 


Seven „ 


• ■ 


- 


- 


-• 


5 



Eight times, ----- 8 

Nine ,, - - - - 4 

Ten ,, - - - - l 

Ten and under fifteen times, - - 7 

Fifteen times arid over, - - , - 19 

Antecedents not known, - - 4 

Total, • - - - . - 188 



Ages of Prisoners on Conviction, received during the year ended 
31st December, 1877. ■ 



Fifteen andunder twenty years of age, 1 3 



Twenty and under twenty-five, - 46 
Twenty-five and under thirty, - 38 

Thirty and' under forty, - - 50 

Forty and under fifty,' - " - * - 27 



Fifty and under sixty, - 
Sixty and over, ' - 

Total, - 



7 

7 



- 188 



Sentences of the Prisoners committed to the Prison during the year ended 
31st December, 1877. ~ 



Five years’ penal servitude, - 


- 94 


Fifteen years’ penal servitude, 


- 3 


Six • ,, 


»» • - 


- 1 


Twenty ,, 


- 2 


Seven. - „ 


„ 


- 63 


Life ,, 


5 


Eight • ,, 


,, 


- 1 




— 


Ten • ,, 


,, 


- 18 


Total, 


- 188 


Fourteen , f 




- 1 


* 





Single, 119.. Married, 69. 

Roman Catholics, 158. Protestants, 22. Presbyterianf, 8. 
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MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT. 



Mount] oy Male Convict Prison, 
8th January, 1878. 



Mountjot 

Male 

Convict 

Prison. 



Medical 

-Gentlemen, — I have the honour, to submit my. annual report of the Report. 
sanitary state, &c., of this prison for the past year, and in doing so 
it' affords me satisfaction to be able to state that' the health of both 
officers and prisoners has been good, and that the prison has been free 
from any disease of an epidemic nature during the year. Seven officers 
. were treated in hospital, and a few at their own homes, one of the 
seven being from tlie staff of the female prison, and another, from Lusk. 

Almost all the cases of prisoners treated in'- hospital were. of a. mild 
type, such as febrile attacks and influenza ; there were, however, two 
of a grave nature which terminated fatally, one from uroemia, the other 
from paralysis consequent on . apoplexy. Four prisoners were received 
from the Lusk prison and treated in hospital. 

There were fewer, I am happy to say, exhibiting symptoms of mental 
aberration within the year than on any former one during my ex- 
perience; those who manifested such symptoms were at once specially 
treated, and were removed from - the strict discipline of the prison con- 
sequent upon cellular confinement, ■ arid placed in association. There 
was one prisoner sent to the lunatic asylum as his case was such as 
could only be treated properly in an institution of the kind. 

The admissions to hospital, the names of the diseases, together with 
the deaths will be found detailed in the following tables. 

The prison dietary lias been good and wholesome, and no complaint 
has been made as to its quality. 

In conclusion, . I beg to acknowledge with satisfaction that I have 
received from the Governor and all the officers every facility in the 
discharge of my duties ; and from hospital warder, M. Donohoe (who, 

I am glad to state, has obtained his diploma as a pharmaceutical chemist 
within the year),. I have received every assistance in the management, 

&c., of the prisoners confined in hospital. 



I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 

James William Young, m.d., Medical. Officer. 



To the General Prisons Board. 



Table I Hospital Return for the year 1877. 

Number of patients in hospital. 1st January, 

M admitted during tlie yea 
** „ discharged ,, 

' ,, sent to lunatic asylum, 

died in hospital, . - 

j5 remaining in hospital, 1 st January , 
1878, • - 

Daily average of sick in hospital, 

Externs prescribed for, - 
Daily average prescribed for, - 



- 8*10 

- 1,269 

- 3-47 



1877, 



- 8 ) 

- 89) 

- 891 

‘-■it 
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Table II. — Diseases of those admitted to Hospital. 



Scrofula, - 
Bilious attacks, - 
Bronchitis, 
Ophthalmia, 
Neuralgia, - 
Febrile attacks, - 
Observation, 

Boil, - 

Colds (Influenza), 



- 5 

- 2 
_ o 
- 1 
- 1 

- 7 

- II 

- 6 
- 24 



Syphilis, - 
Anorexia, - 
Cutaneous, 
Lumbago, 
Hcemorrhoids, - 
Tonsillitis, 
Epilepsy, - 
Debility, - 
Constipation, - 



- 4 Contusion, 

- 2 Fistula, 

- 2 Gumboil, - 

- 1 Ulcer, 

- 1 Asthma, 

2 Whitlow, - 

- 2 Pulmonic, - 

- 2 Bubo, 

- 1 Stricture, - 



Table HI. — Deaths during the year. 



Register 

No. 


Initials of 
Name. 


Received in Prison. 


Admitted to 
Hospital. 


Died. 


Cause of 
death. 


9220 

9306 


J. F.,. 
W. D., 


13 Nov., 1876, . 
19 March, 1877, 


7 May, 1 877, . 
15 June, ,, 


22 May, 1877, . 
22 Aug., ,, . 


Uroemia. 

Paralysis. 



Table IY Convicts transferred to D undrum Criminal Lunatic Asylum. 



Register 

No. 


Initials, 
of Name. 


■Where 

Convicted. 


Date of 
Conviction. 


Removed to Prison. 


Transferred to 
Asylum. 


9309 


H. K... 


Carlow, - 


12 Mar., 1877, 


21 Mar., 1877,. 


26 Oct., 1877. 



Table V Convicts received from the. Lusk 

treatment in Hospital. 
Remaining in hospital J sfc January, 1877, 

Keceived during the year, - - ‘ 

Sent to separate ward in this prison, 

„ associated ward ,, 

Discharged on licence, - - , " 

Sent back to Lusk, - - . - 

Remaining in hospital 1st January, 1878, 



Establishment for 



: 21 
: Si 
I) 

- ij 



Protestant 

Chaplain's 

Reptrt. 



PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Mountjoy Male Prison, 

' Dublin, January, 1878. 

Gentlemen, — The conduct of . the prisoners during the past year has 
oeen very satisfactory ; the punishments for breach of prison rules, 
few which, I think, speaks well for the officers as well as for the 
orisoners. The attention at divine service, and at religious instruction, 
has been most marked, and I have great hopes that many of those who 
have passed through this prison during the year, and of those who still 
remain here, have received a lesson which they will remember all their 
lives and which will have . the effect of keeping them out of crime for 
the future— a lesson, not from punishment alone, but m great measure 
to the result of kindness tempered with judgment, and of stuct im- 
partiality and justice. Most prisoners will endure their prison punishment 
without murmuring when they know that justice has been done them, 
and that their punishment is deserved. 

The progress in the school has been fan-. The teacher is attentive 
and painstaking,: and the prisoners, generally, anxious to improve them- 
selves. - - - - - 
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The undoubted source of most crime is to be traced to the drinking Mountjot 
habits of the people. It would appear to be more rational to remove ^ ALK 
as much as possible, the temptation to drink than having put it into’ S™ 1 

people’s way to punish men for the sure result of giving way to such ‘ 

temptation. While public-houses are so numerous, crime will flourish 
criminals will increase, families will be disgraced and ruined, and the 
sober, honest, and industrious taxed to support prisoners. Nearly all 
the prisoners that come under my notice attribute, and I believe rightly, 
their crime to strong drink. 

I am, Gentlemen, yoiu- faithful servant, 

Robert Fleiiyng, m.a., 

Church of Ireland Chaplain. 

The General Prisons Board, 

Dublin Castle. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. Homan 

Catholic 

MountjoyMale Prison, Chaplain'* 
1st January, 1878. Ite f ,rt • 

Gentlemen, — I n accordance with the prison regulations, I have the 
honour to lay before you my annual report for the year 1877. 

It is pleasing to be able to report that the prisoners under my care 
have been, with very few exceptions, orderly, well-conducted, submissive 
to discipline, and ready to avail themselves of the means afforded them 
for improvement. The discipline of the prison, as far as it came under 
my observation, has been carried out strictly, and, at the same time, 
in a reasonable and Christian spirit, and consequently the conduct of 
the prisoners, the obedience to those placed over them, and the diligence 
at the industrial works have beeu very satisfactory. To the same cause 
I attribute the small amount of the punishments recorded against the 
prisoners during the year. 

Good order and harmony seemed to me to prevail among all the 
officers of the prison ; each zealous in the discharge of his own special 
duties, and careful, at the same time, not to interfere in the least degree 
with the duties of his brother officer. 

I am bound to report that every facility has been afforded me for 
the exercise of my ministry, and that the Governor and all the officers 
with whom my duties ' brought me into relation have treated me very 
kindly and co-operated with me cordially. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 



The General Prisons Board. 



Michael Cody, 

Boman Catholic Chaplain. 



PRESBYTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

The Manse, 49, Great Charles-street, Dublin, 
8th January, 1878. 

Gentlemen, — During the year that is past a larger number of 
Presbyterian prisoners have attended my ministrations than during any 
similar period since my appointment as Chaplain. 



Presby- 

terian 

Chaplain's 

Report. 
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Regarding their general demeanor, their observance of prison regu- 
lations, and their reverent attention at public worship, I can report 
nothing that is not favourable. So amenable have they been to the 
discipline of the place that I am not aware that any one of them, during 
the past year, has been chargeable with a solitary offence. So marked 
has been their attention, from sabbath to sabbath, to the instructions I 
have been enabled to communicate, that I have good reason for believing 
that the gospel has come home, to some at least, not in word only, but 
in power, and that saving and lasting impressions have been produced. 
The intelligence of the men with whom 1 have been brought in contact 
lias been much above the average, and regarding the future of some, 
who are now looking forward through a brief perspective to the day of 
liberty, I have formed bright and, I believe, not too sanguine expec- 
tations. 

It has been my privilege to receive communications, from various 
parts of the earth, from those whom I had known in Mountjoy, and I 
have been encouraged to hear from not a few that they were walking in 
the paths of wisdom, industry, and sobriety, and- that their life was the 
evidence of the reality of their repentance and reformation, and from 
some of those to whom I at present minister I know I shall hear the 
same cheering intelligence. Whilst the sight of failure and hardened 
impenitence is as familiar as it is depressing, it is comforting and 
refreshing to look at times to this brighter side, and to believe that it is 
more than a fancy sketch. 

I have to report the same uniform courtesy and unvarying kindliness 
on the part of all the prison officers as were manifested in other years. 
The prison seems admirably officered, and its discipline healthful and 
helpful. 

The religious services have been conducted with perfect regularity, in 
most cases personally, hut in a few instances by an efficient deputy, who 
has always acted under the sanction of Captain Barlow. 



I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant, 



The General Prisons Board, 
Dublin Castle. 



Robert Hanna, 

Presbyterian Chaplain. 



School- 
master's 
Report . 



SCHOOLMASTER’S REPORT. 

, Mountjoy Male Prison, 

7 th January, 1878. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to lay before you my report on the 
Mountjoy Male Prison School for the year ended 31st December, 1877. 

At the end of the year 1876 there were on school rolls, . 134 

Admitted to school during the year 1877, , . . . • |52 

Transferred from school to other prisons, &c., ml8i 7, . • loa 

Remaining on school-rolls 31st December, 1877, . . . • 127 

The conduct of the prisoners -while at school has been, on the whole, 
very satisfactory. Very few cases of misconduct or inattention occurred 
during the year. A few prisoners, who were incapacitated through 
age and other natural causes, were, upon my recommendation, excluded 
from school, for I found that although I devoted a great deal of time 
to their advancement, yet no perceptible progress was made by them, 
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and their presence in the school was only calculated to distract the Jloumor 
attention ot the other prisoners. I attach the utmost importance to Male 
this practice, as it prevents the teacher’s time from being fruitlessly S 0STICT 
occupied in teaching such men, when lie could be more profitably em- — 
ployed in the advancement of those who have the capacity and the 
inclination to learn. 

Nevertheless it is very satisfactory to me to be able to state that, at ^ ' 
the present moment, there are but two prisoners excluded on these 
grounds. 

Fair progress has been made by the prisoners attending school during 
the year ; and it is with pleasure I beg to refer you to the usual tabular 
statement given hereunder. 



Table showing the proficiency attained by the Prisoners who passed through 
Mountjoy Male Prison School, during the year ended 31st December, 1877? 







Numbers. 






Per-centago. 




Subjects examined upon and 
proficiency attained. 


Admission. 


Removal. 


Admission. 


Removal. 




1876. 


1877. 


1876. 


1877. 


1876. 


1877. 


1876. 


1877. 


Reading: 

Not able (First Book), . 


60 


45 


15 


13 


32-9 


29-5 


8-8 


1 

8-2 


Badly (Second Book), 


70 


60 


58 


40 


38*4 


39-5 


34 3 


25*2 


Fairly (Third and Fourth 
Books), 


50 


47 


96 


106 


28-5 


30-9 


56'6 


66*6 


Writing: 


















Not able (letters), . 


83 


72 


19 


16 


45 ‘6 


47-3 


11-2 


10-0 


Badly, .... 


70 


74 


52 


35 


3R-4 


487 


30*7 


22-0 


Fairly, .... 


29 


6 


98 


108 


15'9 


3-9 


57-9 


67-9 


Arithmetic: 


















Perfectly ignorant of, 
Acquainted with Simple 
Pules, .... 


83 


74 


25 


16 


45’6 


48-7 


14-7 


10-7 


60 


66 


53 


52 


32*9 


43-4 


31-3 


32-0 


Acquainted with Com- 
pound Ilules, 


27 


9 


42 


38 


14-8 


5'9 


24-8 


23-9 


Acquainted with Propor- 
tion, . . . . 1 


12 


3 


49 


53 


6*5 


1-9 


28’9 ' 


33*3 



* In reading alone there have been 161 promotions during, the year, 
i.e . — 



From First to Second Book, 




34 


From Second to Third Book, 


. 


. 65 


From Third to Fourth Book, 




. 62 


Total, 




. 161 



In teaching the prisoners in classes I frequently exhort them to con- 
duct themselves well, to be humble, submissive, and industrious, show- 
ing them clearly that it lies in their power to shorten their confinement 
by their own exertions ; as a punishment, while in the probation class, 
is like a fresh sentence of two months, and while in any of the other 
classes of one month added to their time, with a proportional foileituie 
of gratuities and other privileges (such as visits, writing and receiving 
letters), only granted to the well-conducted prisoners. 
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To this end, I explain, and endeavour to mate them conversant with 
the system of marks, promotion from one class to another, gratuities, 
stages of imprisonment, &c., &c. 

It having been found that the number of prisoners present at the one 
time in the day-school (which was kept open for two horns every day — 
viz., from 11 o’clock a.m. to 1 o’clock p.m.) was large, it was considered 
necessary to increase the school time for this (the probation class) from 
two to three hours daily, commencing - at 10 o’clock a.m. and closing at 
1 o’clock p.m., thereby reducing the number present at a time, and 
rendering the school arrangements more effective. 

I am glad to say the change has been attended with very favourable 
results, as it enables me to devote more time to each prisoner individu- 
ally ; because experience convinces me that individual teaching is 
essentially necessary to effect any considerable progress in men of their 
grade, “who are chiefly of advanced years.” By the advancement I 
have noticed since, I feel myself more than repaid for the extra labour 
the change gives me. 

The programme for .instruction is the following : — Beading, writing, 
arithmetic, grammar, geography, and dictation. The latter exercise, 
when selected from some useful and impressive subject, I find most 
beneficial to the prisoners, giving, as it does, the two-fold practice of 
.writing and orthography. 

In the evening, the association class, to the number of from fifty to 
sixty, are at school, some of whom are above the school programme, and 
employ then time for their own improvement ; and it is with pleasure I 
note that the most advanced assist others to improve themselves also. 
As to those under my immediate tuition, they are divided^ into two 
classes, which follow much the same programme as the probation class. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 

George Farrell, Schoolmaster. 

To the General Prisons Board, 

Dublin Castle. 



SPIKE ISLAND PRISON. 

I have to report as to the satisfactory management of tfiis 
prison. The circumstances of the prison, both as regards the 
buildings, originally a Military Barrack, and tire admixture 
of free and convict labour in the works, render the maintenance 
of proper discipline extremely difficult. 

The conduct of the subordinate officers has been satisfactory. 

The general conduct and industry of the convicts have been 
good, but, as mentioned in former reports, the class of convicts 
received is yearly becoming worse ; a properly constructed prison 
would enable the Prison Department to carry out the duties with 
a much reduced staff, with some prospect of effecting reformations, 
and to enforce strict discipline without recourse to frequent 
punishments. The comparative ease with which the convicts can 
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at all times communicate with each other, enable the ill-disposed Spike 
to combine ; this has, on more than one occasion, resulted m * slAKl ; 
serious disturbance in the works. Whilst referring to. this subject, - — X ’ 
I think it right to point out the expense which has resulted from ®‘ v “ tor ’* 
locating convicts at Spike Island, considerable expense has been R ‘ I “ >rt - 
incurred in adapting the buildings, for prison purposes; a very- 
large sum will be required to place the buildings in a proper state 
for their original purposes — Military Barracks. In a properly 
constructed prison a very large diminution of the staff could be 
effected with a corresponding annual saving. 

The health of the convicts has been good. 

The labour of the convicts has been, as in former years, mainly 
at the disposal of the Admiralty, in the Haulbowline extension 
Dock Works. 

The usual reports with statistics are attached. 

J. Barlow. 



GOVERNOR’S REPORT. 

Spike Island Government Prison, 
January, 1878. 



Governor's 

Report. 



Sir,— In compliance with your directions, I have the honour to submit 
my annual report for the year ended the 31st December, 1877. 

The conduct of the subordinate officers was generally satisfactory, and 
with some few exceptions, they discharged their duties with proper dili- 
gence and zeal. The more serious breaches of rules and regulations were 
referred to the Director for decision.. 1 



Twenty-four new appointments were made during the year, 1 and an 
equal number of removals took place by discharge, dismissal, and re- 
signation. Three were transferred to the Dublin prisons. A shifting 
staff is very injurious to the discipline of a prison, but more particularly 
a Public Works Prison, as prisoners show a great disinclination to respect 
or obey new and inexperienced hands ; hence, a very considerable in- 
crease in the number of offences over what otherwise would be- the. case 
with a trained staff of experienced officers. . 

Mr. Condon, Chief Warder, and the principle Warders, were efficient 
and diligent in carrying out the rules and orders in their respective ranks. 

The usual statistical returns herewith furnished give the number °f pri- 
soners in custody and their disposal during the year. On the 31st 
December last the total number in custody was 670, against iQO on the 
same date in December, 1876, showing a decrease m the year ot thirty. 

The respective sentences have been duly carried out, and the rules 
relating to discipline and treatment strictly observed. 

The labour consisted of the usual work on the Docks m progress at 
Haulbowline Island including the several trades m connexion therewith, 
such as stone cutters, masons, smiths, carpenters, sawyers, ihe hours 
of labour were the same as in former years. The usual trades we ™ 
carried on in the prison for the requirements of the service. An in- 
creased number of carpenters were employed on prison works, m preparing 
materials for a new Roman Catholic Chapel, which is now m pi ogress o 
being erected by convict labour. A party of stone cutters,^ and fio 
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tliirty to forty labourers (the latter chiefly troublesome characters not 
well suited for going to Haulbowline) were also employed on the Island 
under the Royal Engineer Department, in completing the defence works 
on the ramparts. 

The Prison buildings are in fair order. The recreation and reading 
room for the staff, and a cook-liouse for the warders’ mess, to which I 
referred in my last report as having been submitted for consideration, 
have not as yet been sanctioned. They are much needed, -and I trust 
the matter may yet, in due course, receive favourable consideration. 

No attempt at escape was made during the year. 

Nine prisoners received corporal punishment — five for assaults on 
warders, and four for gross insubordination. 

Two insane convicts were sent to Dundrum Lunatic Asylum. Ten 
died within the year. The weak-minded and epileptics, although treated 
with special care and precaution, are, at times, very troublesome and 
difficult to manage. The conduct of the prisoners generally has been 
on the whole satisfactory, the offences and reports having been 126 less 
than in the previous year. They have had the usual daily opportunity of 
stating to myself their complaints, or any grievances they may have on 
their minds, and I find this to have a very good effect in rendering them 
more content, and calming irritable tempers. It also affords me a favour- 
able opportunity for knowing more of the character and disposition of a 
man. 

Daily average number employed, (prison works included), 635 ; not 
employed (in cells and hospital), 34 : total daily average, 669; estimated 
value of their labour, £13,992 5s. 9 d. 

I consider the general body of the prisoners worked very steadily, 
especially tbe tradesmen, some really good and expensive work having 
been performed by them both here and at Haulbowline. I would how- 
ever again venture to call attention to the very great advantage, in a 
labour point of view, of having a qualified Clerk of Works to direct 
and superintend convict labour generally, who would also have charge 
of the Prison buildings, and he responsible for carrying out such alter- 
ations and repairs as might he necessary. 

The school was carried on in the evenings as heretofore, and the usual 
Sunday and week-day services were regularly performed by the respective 
chaplains. I am happy to state that the superior officers, one and all, 
co-operated with me, and gave me tLeir valuable support on all occasions ; 
and from Mr. Sheehan, the Deputy Governor, I received every possible 
assistance in working the Prison. 

I have not seen or received intimation of any abuse or abuses not re- 
ported by me. 

I hereby certify that the rules laid down for the government, of the 
prison have been complied with during the past year, except in such 
cases as have been reported to, or brought under the notice of, the 
Director. 



I have the honour to he, sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 



Captain Barlow, «fcc., &c., (fee., 
Dublin Castle. 



P. Hay, Governor. 
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Abstract AccdTOT showing the Estimated Value of the Pboductive Labour Spike 
of the Prisoners, anti the Number Employed during the Year ended 3 1st Island 
ueccmDer, 1877. Prison. 



How Emiiloyod. 



PRISON WORKS. 

Tailors, - 
Shoemakers, - 
Carpenters and Sawyers, 

Smiths and Nailers, - 

Do. beginners, - 

Painters, - 
Masons, - 
Bakers, - 
Tinsmiths and Coopers, 

Repairing Beds, Socks, &c., - 
Labourers in Prison Garden and on 
Prison Works generally, - 
Washing in Laundry, 

Cooks, A - 

Fatigue work, Cleaning, and Messing, 
Boatmen, - - 

Oakum -Picking (on wet days, and 
Penal Class), - 

Oakum-picking and platting coir 
(Invalids), - . 

ROYAL ENGINEER WORKS. 

Stonecutters and Masons, - 
Labourers, - 

WAR DEPARTJIENT (HAULBOWLINE). 

Labourers, - 

ADMIRALTY WORKS. 

Stonecutters and Masons, 

Do. beginners,* 

Carpenters and Sawyers, 

Do. beginners, 

Smiths, - 
Do. beginners, - 
Shoemakers, - 

Labourers, Quarrymen, &c., 
Oakum-picking (on wet days). 

Do. (Invalids), - 



Total, - 



Daily Average 
Number Em- 
ployed for 
303 days. 


Estimated Value 
of Work per- 
formed. 




£ s. d. 


9 


340 17 6 


6 


227 5 0 


7 


265 2 6 


1 


45 9 0 


2 


45 9 0 


2 


75 15 0 


3 


136 7 0 


6 


272 14 0 


2 


60 12 0 


8 


121 4 0 


51 


772 13 0 


9 


272 1 4 0 


5 


75 15 0 


25 


378 15 0 


6 


90 18 0 


6 


22 14 6 


13 


16 8 3 






6 


272 14 0 


57 


863 1 i 0 






10 


227 5 0 


57 


2,302 16 0 


53 


1,070 12 0 


8 


323 4 0 


12 


272 14 0 


3 


121 4 0 


10 


227 5 0 


1 


37 17 6 


249 


5,029 16 0 


5 


18 18 9 




3 15 9 






635 





- Governor's 
Report. 



£ s. d. 



3,220 12 9 



1,136 5 0 



227 5 0 



9,408 3 0 



13,992 5 9 



Daily average number employed, - - • " 

tt ,, not employed (in cells and hospital), - 34 

Total daily average, - - - 669 



Return showing the Crimes of 670 Convicts in Custody 31st December, 1877. 



Murder, - - - - 13 

Shooting at With intent to murder, 10 
Attempting to kill and murder one 
Owen M'Fadden, - * 1 

Assault with intent to murder, - 1 

Manslaughter, - - - 48 

Stabbing, cutting, and wounding, - 3 



Felonious, grievous, malicious, and 
other assaults, - 
Assault and robberj^, 

Assault with intent to rob, 
Feloniously demanding money, 
with menaces and by force, . - 
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Return showing the Crimes of 670 Convicts in custody 31st December, 
1877 — continued. 

Uttering forged Post Office Orders 
for money, - - - 

Embezzlement, - 
Sacrilege, - 

Stealing from the person, - 
Larceny and previous conviction, - 
Cattle stealing, - 
Horse stealing, - 

Sheep stealing, 

Receiving stolen goods, 

Receiving goods and money by 
means of false pretences, - 
Having, base coin in possession, 
Buggery, - 

Attempt to commit buggery, 
Bigamy, - 

Abduction, - - - - 

Arson and attempt at arson, 

Military offences, - 

Malicious injury to machinery, &c., 



Assault with intent to commit 
Sodomy, - 

Assaulting dwelling-house., . - 
Compelling to quit dwelling-house, 
Unlawful assembly, breaking into 
habitation, and carrying away 

arms; - - - 

Whiteboy offence, — - 

Highway robbery, - - 

Burglary and robbery, and previous 
conviction, : - 

Robbery, - j - 

Housebreaking and robbery, 

Eelony and previous conviction, 
Felony of Post- letters, - _ - 

Writing and sending threatening 
letters, - 

Rape, and aiding, : ~ . 

Carnal knowledge of females under 
10 years, i - 

Perjury, - 

Forgery, - ; - ' . - 



1 

4 
3 

61 

203 

13 

10 

13 

16 

10 

3 

1 

1 

5 
1 
8 

12 

5 



Total, 



Return showing the Sentences and the Ages on Conviction of 670 Convicts 
1 in Custody, 31st December, 1877. 

Life penal servitude, 



SENTENCES. 

Five Years’ Peualj Servitude, 
Seven ■ 

Eight 
Ten - 
Fourteen 
Fifteen 
Twenty 
Twenty-five 



- 242 

- 281 
- 2 
- 61 
- 21 

- 13 

- 13 

1 

634 



Life, transportation, 



- 32 

- 4 



Total, 670. 

Ages on Conviction. 



12 

1 

1 



Under Twenty Years, 

Twenty and under Twenty-five, . 

Twenty-five and under Thirty, 

Thirty and under: Thirty-five, 

Thirty-five and under Forty, 

Forty and under Fifty, 

Reruns showing the Number of Convicts in Custody, committed and disposed 
_ of -during the Year ended 3 1st. December, 1877. 



59 

148 

131 

107 

92 

87 



Fifty and under Sixty, - 
Sixty and under Seventy, 
Seventy and under Eighty, 
Eighty and under Ninety, 

Total, 



COMMITTED. 

1st January ,. 187,7 
In custody, 

Committed from — 
Mountjoy Prison, 



Total, 



IIOW DISPOSED OF. 

31 st December, 1877— 

Remaining in custody, - 
Removed during tlie year to— 
Mountjoy for Lusk, 

Mountjoy, 7 - 

Dundrum Lunatic Asylum., 
Released on licence, 

Discharged on completion of 
sentence, - ~ . " 

Discharged on commutation of 
sentence, - - - 

Died, - 

Total, - 



670 



85 

15 



2 

10 
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MEDICAL OFFICER'S REPORT. Spike 

Island 

Pkison, 

Spite Island Convict Prison, Meiical 
10th January, 1878. Officer ' m 

■” Report. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to submit the annual report on the 
state of health of the officers and prisoners, and on the general sanitary 
condition of this prison, with the usual medical statistics for the year 
1877. 

There were 48 warders treated in hospital during the year (chiefly for 
ordinary complaints) ; of this number, four were discharged the service 
on medical grounds, and one died of pulmonary consumption. 

During the year there were 151 convicts received into this prison, 12 
of whom, being found in a delicate state of health, were treated and em- 
ployed at occupation suitable to the circumstances of each respective 
case. 

There wore 193 prisoners admitted into hospital during the year, 
for ailments of a varied character chiefly^-febrile affections, bronchitis, 
wounds and contusions, diarrhcea, debility, abcesses, constipation, scro- 
fula, and dyspepsia ; 10 deaths occurred — 2 from phthisis, 2 from bron- 
chitis, 1 from pleuritis, 1 from apoplexy supervening on Bright’s disease, 

1 from morbus cordis, 1 from scirrhus of stomach, diphtheria, and 1 from 
general debility. 

Two prisoners became insane during the year, and were transferred 
to Dundrum Criminal Lunatic Asylum ; both were received here on 
medical grounds from Mountjoy Male Prison ; one suffering from partial 
paralysis, subject to epileptic fits, and not clear in intellect ; and the 
other weak-minded and most eccentric. 

FTo serious accident occurred during the year — -a most gratifying re- 
sult and no doubt mainly attributable to the care and supervision 

exercised over the convicts on the works. 

I am happy to .be able to state that no case of infectious disease pre- 
sented itself, and no epidemic appeared during the year. The water 
supply has been abundant and of good quality ; the dietaries have been 
ample and wholesome ; the bedding and clothing have been comfortable 
and sufficient, and the general sanitary condition of the prison has been 

most satisfactory. . 

The Governor and the other officers of the prison have invariably ren- 
dered me prompt and efficient support. The Resident Apothecary has, 
as usual, discharged the duties of his office in a zealous and satisfactory 
manner. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 

P. O’Keeffe, m.b., Medical Officer. 

The General Prisons Board, 

Dublin Oastle. 
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Medical Statistics for tlie Year 1877. 



Number of sick in hospital on the 1st January, 1S77, - 12 

,, admitted during the year, - - - 193 

Total, ------ 205 

Of these were discharged from hospital, - - - 1 85 

Died during the year, - - ■ - - -10 

Remaining in hospital on the 1st January, 1878, - - JO 

Total, - - 205 

Daily 'average number of sick treated in hospital during the year, - 15-4 

Number of extern Prisoners treated during the year, - 12,008 

Daily average number of extern prisoners treated during the year, 34*542 
Number of Warders treated in hospital during the year, - 48 

Number of Warders who died during the year, 1 

Number of Warders discharged tire service on medical grounds - 4 



Humber of Diseases treated in Hospital during the Year. 



Phthisis, - 
Bronchitis, - 
Asthma, - 
Pneumonia, - 
Pleuritis, - 

Haemoptysis, - - 

Morbus cordis, - 

Wounds, strains, and contusions, - 

Diarrhoea, - 

Ophthalmia, - 

Debility, - 

Bright's disease, - 

Abscess, - 

Epilepsy, - 

Synovitis, - 

Observation, - - - 

Fracture, - 

Rheumatism, - - - 

Lumbago, - 

Boils, - 

Constipation, - 

Syncope, - 

Febrile affections, - 

Scrofula, - 



4 

23 
3 
2 

3 

5 
5 

IS 

14 

2 

12 

1 

7 

4 
1 

5 
2 

5 
2 
1 
7 
1 

24 

6 



Apoplexy, - 

Anorexia, - 

Anasarca, - 

Scirrhus, - 

Tonsillitis, - - 

Insanity, - - - 

Scabies, - 

Purpura, - - - 

Diphtheria, - 

Scrofulous curvature of spiue, 

Dyspepsia, - 

Ranula, 

Sciatica, - 
Hepatic, - 

Hemorrhoids, 

Erysipelas, - 
Morbus coxsfi, 

Herpes, - 

CoLica, - 

Ulcers, » 



Total, 



3 

1 

1 

1 

2 



1 

1 

1 

2 



1 

1 

1 

1 

1 



J 



- 193 



Mortality Table. 



Roister 

Number. 


Initials of 
Name. 


Date of Admission 
into Hospital. 


Date of 
Death. 


Cause o f Death. 


13,175 


J. L. 


27th Jan., 1877, 


1st Feb., 1877, 


General debility, 


' 13,915 


J. c. 


16th ,, ,, 


„ ,, 


Bronchitis. 


' 14,073 


J. M‘Gr. 


28th Feb., ,, 


17tli Afar., ,, 


Phthisis. 


13,637 


P. K. 


18 th Mar., ,, 


8th April, ,, 


Pleuritis. 


14,529. 


C. F. 


23rd April, ,, 


25th ,, ,, 

6 th May, ,, 


Bronchitis. 


14,819 


F.Q. 


5th May, ,, 


Apoplexy, supervening 
on Bright’s disease. 


12,999 


W. M. 


23rd Sept., „ 


28tli Aug., ,, 


Morbus Cordis 


1 1,910 


P. F. 


seth April, ,, 


Scirrhus ot stomach. 


14.402 


M. M. 


7th June, ,, 


12th Oct., 


Diphtheria. 


j4 147 


K. D. 


6th Mar., ,, 


20 th „ ,, 


Phthisis. 
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The following is a List of Insane Prisoners transferred to Dundrum Criminal 
Lunatic Asylum during the Year. 



Register 

No. 


Initials of 
Name. 


Where 

convicted. 


Date of conviction. 


Received into 
Spike Island 
Prison. 


Sent to 
Asylum. 


13,775 


F. C. 


Maynooth, co. 
Kildare. 


22 June, 1872, 


21 Sep., 1872, 


6 Aug., 1877. 


14,276 


W. B. 


Cork city, 


20 Aug., 1875, 


28 „ 1875, 


1 „ .. 
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Island 

Prison. 

Medical 
Statistics . 



PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. Proliant 

Chaplain's 

Spike Island Government Prison, Report. 

January 9th, 1878. 

Gentlemen, — I liave the honour to present my report for the year 
ending 31st December, 1877. Within the year I have celebrated 
Divine service on fifty-four occasions ; administered Holy Communion 
on four occasions ; visited hospital one hundred and sixty-two times ; 
cells one hundred and fifty-iline times ; and lectured prisoners on forty- 
two occasions. The prisoners’ conduct throughout the year during their 
attendance at Divine service on Sundays and lecture days, with but one 
exception, was always attentive and cpiiet, and I trust the religious in- 
struction which I imparted may not have been without fruit as regards 
their moral improvement. I made application in the early part of the 
year for a supply of good books for their reading, which they seemed to 
value very much, as they were both simple and practical, and should I 
need any more hope they shall be equally prized. 

Thanking the Governor and stall for their desire to facilitate every- 
thing connected with my duties. 

I have the honour to remain, gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 

J. G. Boechier, Protestant Chaplain. 

The General Prisons Board, 

Dublin Castle. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Spike Island, January, 1S7S. 

Gentlemen,— I have the honour to present you with my report as the 
Roman Catholic Chaplain of Spike Island Convict Prison for the year 
ending 31st December, 1877. . . . 

In doing so I beg to report that, the several duties prescribed lor the 
Roman Catholic Chaplains were duly discharged during the year. Ail 
the prisoners, excepting the sick, and some confined in the punis linen 
cells, were assembled ’every morning on week days for morning prayer, 
and twice every Sunday and holiday for Divine service and sermons 
and about sixty prisoners were relieved from work eveiy a urt- > 

. evening for the duty of confession. I am glad to be able to state that 
the majority of them received the Sacraments of Penance and the Hoi) 
Eucharist, at least mice during the year, with every appearance ot sin- 
cere devotion ; some have done so monthly, and some wee . y. 
regret to say that a large number could not be induced by . ie 1 
exhortations of my Reverend Assistant and myseli, to piep 
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Spike selves to ‘discharge that necessary religious duty, which the Church makes 
Island imperative on all Roman Catholics. Their example and intercourse 
PiusoN. w iththe other prisoners were very mischievous. 

Roman I feel it my duty to state that, I have experienced -the greatest im- 
Catholia > pediments to the reformation of the prisoners, constantly resulting from 
ReportT 3 association of the prisoners on the public works at Haulbowline and 
Spike Island, and in their going to and returning from Haulbowline 
daily, in coupled gangs ; and also from their insufficient separation in 
the prison cells. Ifc enables the evil disposed (and they are many) to 
disseminate and keep alive the knowledge, and incentives to crime among 
the better disposed prisoners, and thereby to counteract the efforts of 
religion and discipline for the improvement of the prisoners. I find 
that most of the prisoners, when they arrive here from Mountjoy prison, 
are well disposed to amend their lives, and to turn to religion and recti- 
tude, but they are not long here when they are corrupted and led into 
bad habits, by the old practised offenders they find here before them. 
It would, therefore, be a great blessing if some means could be adopted 
to employ the prisoners entirely separated from each other. It would 
prevent numerous moral evils, which no supervision could repress, where 
six or seven hundred men of the criminal class are associated together as 
they are here. I am also of opinion that the gratification the prisoners 
enjoy here from the society and companionship of each other, destroys, 
in a great measure, the horror they should have of coming back to pri- 
son, and hence the largo number who return here re-convicted, some of 
them for the third or fourth time. There is no defect in the discipline. 
I believe it to be as judicious and as efficient as could be projected, nor 
in the manner of carrying it out, for I know that the whole prison staff 
discharge their duties diligently and correctly. The sole defect is hi the 
pernicious association. In conclusion, I beg to say, gentlemen, that 
my anxiety for the welfare of this establishment, with which I, have 
been so long connected, has induced me to lay before you the foregoing 
remarks and suggestions, resulting from my experience, and I trust that 
you -will not only not deem them unimportant, but that you will be 
pleased to give them your earnest consideration. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, 

Your very obedient servant, . 

T. F. Lyons, R. 0. Chaplain. 

General Prisons Board, 

Dublin Castle. 



ASSISTANT ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Spike Island, January, 1878. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to submit my report for the year 
ending the 31st December, 1877. 

I am glad to inform you that the religious and moral condition of th 
prisoners committed to my charge has been, generally 
factory. The great maiority have approached theSacramenteofPemno 
and Messed Eucharist once, at least, during the year, whiist a vary 
large number have been in the habit of going once a “ onti ’ f 

even every week, with every appearance of true devotion, and hope o 
future amendment. Their conduct in chapel dunng m^mg prayer 
and meditation, as well as during the Holy 

sermon, on Sundays and holidays, has been, on the vhole, edifying. 
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So far my report is indeed cheering. But, gentlemen, I regret to he Spike 
obliged to state that the picture has its dark side too, for there is a con- ^lasd 

siderable number of prisoners here at present who are so hardened, so ' ' 

self-willed, that it is very difficult indeed to bring them to a proper Assistant 
sense of their -religious obligations. This sad state of things is due, 
no doubt, partly, to their former career of crime and sin, before con- Chaplain's 
viction, but, in my opinion, it is in a great measure to be attributed to Report. 
the present system of association, by which the good and bad are 
mixed, indiscriminately together, on the public works and elsewhere, 
with results the most lamentable. 

I would, therefore, respectfully suggest that a better sj'stem of classi- 
fication be adopted, and if that be impracticable that at all events a 
very strict supervision be exercised over those who may be in the habit 
of indulging in the use of immoral language, which I know has been 
very general, not only on the Public Works, but also to a great extent 
in the wards after lock-up at night. I beg to direct particular attention 
to the latter remark. 

I have visited the prison regularly twice a day, with few exceptions, 
in the morning to preside at prayer and meditation, and again in the 
course of the day to visit those confined in the punishment cells, and 
the invalids in the hospital. 

In conclusion I beg to hear my humble testimony to the excellent 
manner in which the prison discipline was carried out by the Governor, 
ably assisted by the whole prison staff, and to thank them, one and all, 
for their uniform courtesy. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 

John O’Connok, 

Assistant It. C. Chaplain. 

To th*e General Prisons Board, 

Lower Castle Y ard, 

Dublin. 



PRESBYTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S B-EPORT. 

Spike Island, 11th January, 1S78. 

Gentlemen, — I beg to present to you my report for the year 1877. 

I have discharged during the year, the regular duties of preaching on 
Sundays, and lecturing on the appointed weekdays, as well as or the 
regulation holidays, which admit of a full attendance of the prisoners. 

I have also taken occasion to speak to prisoners individually when 

their cases called for separate attendance, and, in every instance I have 

been led, by the manner in which I was heard, and responded to, 

the sick in hospital, and those confined in 
the punishment cells. These last, I may be permitted to say, have 
beenVew in number, and their offences although justly incurring 
punishment, have not been of any great magnitude. 

I have the honour to he, gentlemen, 

Your very obedient servant, 

WM. J- KeRTLAND, LL.D.,. 

Presbyterian Chaplain. 

The General Prisons Board, 

Dublin Castle. 
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HEAD SCHOOLMASTER’S REPORT, 

Spike Island Convict Prison, 

J anuary 1 2th, 1878. 

Gentlemen, — I have tlie honour to submit my annual report for 1877. 
There lias been no material change in the school arrangements, during 
the past year; and there has been no occurrence, outside the ordinary 
school routine, calling for special mention. 

The school business is carried on in the evenings, after the work of the 
day is over with the convicts. The prisoners unable to read and write 
attend school ; those who can read and write do not attend. There are, 
however, exceptions in each case. Aged prisoners, and a few others, 
found incapable of making progress from the exceptions to tlio former. 
As vacancies occur in the school, they are filled up by such of the latter 
as are allowed the privilege of attending, — a privilege extended condition- 
ally to applicants who appear really in earnest to improve themselves at . 
school ; and is continued, diming good conduct, while the vacancy lasts. 

At the close of the past year, the number on the school roll was 317 ; 
of whom 19 were in the first or lowest class ; 71, in the second ; 1 34-, in 
■olie third ; and 93, in the exempt class, who attend at their own request. 

The subjects taught are reading, writing, and arithmetic. But in the 
usual course of business at school, explanations are frequently given and 
instructive questions answered, for the benefit of all present. In this 
way, a large amount of useful knowledge is conveyed to the prisoners. 
And while every care is taken to have the ordinary school business con- 
ducted in the most efficient manner, the great aim is to® afford tlie 
prisoners at school matter for salutary thought, something to interest 
and engage their minds ; and has to lead them on gradually to the pur- 
suit of useful knowledge. This is, I very humbly conceive, an antidote 
for the moral poison with which their minds are impregnated ; if not an 
antidote, at least it diverts the minds from objects of a vicious nature. 

I have good reason to be well satisfied with the conduct and attention 
of the prisoners in general ; and, all tilings considered, their progress is 
also satisfactory. 

The remarkably low educational status of the convicts of former years 
is gradually, year by year, very slowly but very steadily, rising to a 
higher level, with, I trust, a duly proportionate advantage to the State, 
as well as to the convicts themselves. At the same time, I think it well 
to observe, that the course of instruction is so very humble, there is no 
need to fear that the education afforded to convicts is at all equal to the 
education afforded to the lower orders of the people outside in the National 
Schools. But, though falling very far short of the course of instruction 
in the National Schools, the few subjects, which are taught here, are just 
as effectively taught as in the best conducted schools of the country. In 
order to accomplish this desirable object, the Prison Schoolmaster must 
be skilful, and more than ordinarily energetic — a thorough master of the 
art of teaching, having confidence in his efforts, and feeling assured that 
the stubborn, tough, or sluggish material, on which he has to work, must 
• eventually yield to well-sustained exertions, when skilfully and energeti- 
cally directed. t 

And here I may be permitted to remark, after twenty-three years 
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practical experience as Head Schoolmaster in the Irish Convict Service, Spike 

that if a prison school is not made efficient — thoroughly efficient it is Jsiand 

worse than useless jit must he harm when it does not do good. Being ritls0!t ' 
inefficient, it becomes a farce ; and the prisoners themselves are the first lletul 
to perceive it. Their contempt for it urges them to turn it into ridicule, Sch0 ° l ; 
which, of course, is artfully concealed ; but which is perfectly under- 
stood amongst themselves. It is astonishing how much prisoners are 
inclined to make fun for themselves. There is nothing they are in more 
constant quest of as pleasure of this sort — -anything to make fun. But 
they know whom they can practice it on. An inefficient schoolmaster 
is one of the most likely. They will fasten in him, in all their artful 
ways ; cunningly worry him ; and, seeing his distress, get into ecstasies. 

Such facilities for enjoyment are calculated to make the prisoners satis- 
fied with their position and to enjoy prison life — the prison, instead of 
being deferent, becomes attractive ; and the prison school, instead of a 
blessing, becomes a curse. 

In conclusion, I respectfully beg to record my humble testimony to the 
high efficiency of my Assistant, Mr. Ryan, who has filled his present 
office for the last twenty -two years, with credit to himself, and with great 
benefit to the public service. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, 

Tour most obedient servant, 

Edward M’Gauran, Head Schoolmaster. 

The General Prisons Board, 

Lower Castle-yard, Dublin. 



MOUNTJOY FEMALE CONVICT PRISON. 



During the past year the arrangements of this prison have 
remained unchanged. The management of the prison has been 
very satisfactory. 

The conduct of the subordinate officers was good. 

The general conduct and industry of the convicts.have been 
satisfactory, whilst strict discipline has been, maintained. The 
number of punishments has been few. . 

As in former years the uniform and clothing, required tor the 
entire convict service, have been, made up in this piison, shoes 
alone excepted. Washing for the male and Lusk prisons has been 
carried on, and also for the R. I. C. Depot, Phoenix Park, the 
schools under the National Board of Education the Royal 
Hospital, Kilmainham, and Mountjoy Barracks. An addition is 
being made to the laundry ; when this building is completed it 
is probable that washing for other public departments will be 

“ The general health of officers and prisoners has been good. 

The usual reports with statistics, are attached. 

J. Barlow. 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. 

Mount) oy Eemale Convict Prison, 
14tli January, 1878. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to submit my annual report on this 
prison for the year ended 31st December, 1877. 

During the year the following changes have taken place in the 
subordinate stafi, viz., 2 resigned, 1 died, 1 discharged on superannua- 
tion, 3 dismissed, and 4 new appointments made. With the exception 
of the three dismissed referred to, the officers have discharged their 
duties with zeal and diligence, and show a general readiness to co- 
operate with me in carrying out the rules of the prison. 

Mrs. Kelly, deputy superintendent, has given me valuable assistance. 

I am gratified to be able to report most favourably on the conduct of 
the prison era under my charge. The disposition to violence towards 
matrons has, I am happy to say, entirely disappeared. They have been 
most industrious and evinced perfect willingness in performing the work 
allotted them. 

Although the number of prisoners is decreasing, the estimated value 
of their labour exceeds that of former years. 

The nature of the work performed, the hours of labour, and mode of 
treatment remain the same as last year. 

The prisoners continue to receive with very great advantage religious 
instruction from the respective chaplains. Sisters of Mercv, and lady 
visitors. 

The school works satisfactorily. 

A return forwarded herewith will show the number of prisoners in 
custody during the year and their disposal. 

I certify that the rules laid down for the government of the prison 
have been complied with during the year, except in such cases as have 
been reported. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 

Anne Sheehan, Superintendent. 

The General Prisons Board, 

Lower Castle Yard. 
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Return of the Number of Convicts received aud disposed of 
during the year 1877. 

Convicts. Children 

In custody on 1st January, 1877, - - - - 263 3 

Received during the year, - - - - 60 1 

Born, - - - 2 

Total, - 303 g 

16 
2 
12 
.3 

48 
4 

Total disposed of, - - - 85 - 

Remaining in custody 31st December, 1877, - - 238 6 



AGES (ON CONVICTION) OF PRISONERS 


NUMBER OF PRISONERS NOW IN CUSTODV 


NOW IN CUSTODY. 




WHO WERE CONVICTED 


IN 


THE FOE- 


15 years and under 20 years, 


6 


LOWING YEARS. 








20 ,, 25 ,, 


- 18 


In the year, 1856, 


- 


- 


- I 


25 , , 30 ,, 


- 40 


„ 1864, 


- 


- 


2 


30 ,, 35 ,, 


- -49 


„ 1 866, 


- 


- 


1 


35 „ . 40 „ 


- 30 


„ 1870, 


- 


- 


- 1 


40 ,, 45 „ 


- 32 


1871, 


_ 


- 


- 13 


4 5 years and upwards, 


- 63 


„ 1872, 


- 


- 


7 





„ 1873, 


- 


- 


- 29 


Total, 


- 238 


,, 1874, 


- 


- 


- 34 




„ 1875, 


- 


- 


- 58 


Age of oldest prisoner on conviction, 68 


„ 1876, 


- 


- 


- 32 


years. 

Ago of youngest prisoner on 


conviction, 


„ 1877, 

Total, 




“ 


- GO 


16 years. 








- 238 



Discharged, sentence completed, 

Discharged, sentence commuted, 

Discharged on licence, - 

Transferred to Lunatic asylum, 

Transferred to Refuges, viz.: — Protestant, 4 j Roman 
Catholic, 44, - - - - , - 

Died, ------ 



Mouktjot 

Female 

Convict 

Prison. 

Superinten- 

dent's 

Report. 



Sentences of Prisoners now in Custody. 

Transportation— Life, - - 1 Penal Servitude— S years, - l 

Penal Servitude— Life, - -9 » 7,, -139 

,, 20 years, - 1 ,, S >» - 78 

„ 14 „ 1 

t9 io ,, 8 Total, - 238 



Crimes of Prisoners now in Custody. 



Assault and robbery, 

Assault and wound, 

Assault, bodily harm, 

Assault with intent to steal from 
the person, 

Attempt to set fire to a public 
building, - - 

Attempt at larceny and previous 
conviction, - - 

Causing actual bodily harm to her 
infant child whereof it has since 
died, - - 

Child stealing. 

False pretences, - 

Felony, and previous conviction, - 

Felony of clothing. 

Felony of money, - 
Felony, watch, and chain, - 
Felony, - 

Fowl stealing. 

Grievous bodily harm, - # 
Having stolen goods in possession, - 



G Highway robbery, - 
1 Larceny, 

1 1 Larceny, and former conviction, 
Larceny from person, 

1 Larceny and wound, 

Malicious assault, - 
1 Malicious injury to property, 
Manslaughter, ' 

1 Murder, 

•Perjury, - 
Picking pockets, 

1 Receiving stolen goods, 

] Robbery, 

2 Robbery from the person, - 
9 Robbery with violence, 

6 Stealing clothes, - _ - 

7 Stealing and former conviction, 
2 Stealing from the person , - 

6 Stealing money, 

1 Subsequent felony, - 
1 

1 Total, 



- 1 

- 54 

- 49 

- 34 

- 1 
2 
1 

- 6 

- 8 
- 1 
- 2 

- 4 

3 

- 2 

- 1 
- 2 
l 

- 3 

- 4 
1 

238 
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Convict 
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Estimated Value of Prisoners’ Labour for the year ended 31st December, 
1877. 



How employed. 



Sewing and knitting prison materials, 

Sewing for customers, - - - - - 

Tailoring, ------ 

Washing prison clothing, bedding, &o., 

„ for Mountjoy Male Prison, - 

„ for Lusk Prison, - 

„ for Government Prisons Office, 

„ for prison officers, - 

„ for itoyul Irish Constabulary, 

„ for Department of National Education, 
for Loyal Hospital, - 
„ for Mountjoy Barracks, - 

Cooking, nursing, cleaning, plaiting, balling and 
splicing coir fibre, bone breaking, rope making, 
monitresses in sclibol, for 303 working days, at 8 d. 
per day, - - - 



Average 
Nu. of 
Prisoners 
employed dally. 



| 89'06 -j 

23-46 



J- £2-84 



59-77 



Estimated 
Value of tho 
Work per- 
formed. 



£ 


s. 


d. 


233 


11 


10 


2 


14 


1 1 


319 


3 


6 


238 


5 


6 


150 


10 


4 


14 


9 


5 


7 


9 


9 


44 


6 


7 


197 


19 


2 


681 


19 


5 


358 


7 


6 


3 


12 


2 


603 


5 


2 



Total, 



227 T 3 



2,855 15 



3 



Daily average number of prisoners in custody during the year, - 249*580 
Per-centage on prison population working, - 91*330 

,, ,, in punishment, - - 2*047 

,, „ sick or infirm, - - 6*623 



Anne Sheehan, Superintendent. 



Medical 

Officer's 

Report. 



MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT. 

Mountjoy Female Convict Prison, 
9tli January, 1S78. 

Gentlemen, — I have tho honour to submit the usual annual report of 
the sanitary condition of this prison for the past year. 

Notmthstanding the prevalence of Influenza in the prison for a great 
part of the year, from the effects of which few of the inmates escaped, 
I am glad to say that the mortality has been light, and that otherwise 
the general health of both the staff and the prisoners was very good. 

In consequence of the lowering effects of Influenza on the old and 
worn out prisoners, I found it necessary to administer increased hospital 
comforts, and I am satisfied that if I had not done so, many of them 
would have succumbed to the disease, and as this malady is characterized 
by extreme debility, and becomes dangerous in the aged and feeble, it 
is a matter of great satisfaction to me, almost amounting to surprise 
that there were no deaths resulting from it. 

Bearing in mind the chai-acter of the class of female prisoners sent to 
penal servitude, their previous pursuit in life (many of them not free 
from disease), and that they are necessarily obliged to remain the whole 
of their time in this prison, without any change to another, which is not 
the case with other prisoners, I am hound to say it is no easy matter to 
maintain them in a desirable state of health ; yet notwithstanding these 
causes I can point with pleasure to the fact that there were only four 
deaths within the year, and that there are at present but six oases in 
hospital, none of them being of a grave nature. 
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Fifteen of the officers were treated in hospital and some at their own Mountjoy 
homes ; one matron, rather advanced in life and having been in the Female 
service for many years, died from the effects of congestion of her lungs. 

Three prisoners were transferred to the Lunatic Asylum, two of * 

whom were stated to have been in Lunatic Asylums previous to their 
conviction, and the other exhibited unmistakable symptoms of mental zfeporL 
debility on her reception. 

The prison dietary has been wholesome and good, and I hear no com- 
plaints of its quality. 

1 owe it to Mrs. Sheerin, the superintendent of the prison, to state 
that I have received most valuable assistance from her in the discharge 
of my duties, and without her aid it would be difficult for me, when 
dealing with capricious and sometimes irresponsible prisoners, to attain 
the deemed end in their treatment ; to the other officers also I have to 
express my acknowledgments for the facility they afford me, and more 
especially Miss McCarthy, the Hospital matron, from whom I receive 
every assistance in the management and treatment of the prisoners in 
hospital, 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 

James William Young, m.d., Medical Officer. 

To the General Prisons Board. 



Table 1. — Hospital Return for the year. 

Number of Patients in hospital, 1st January, 1877, 

,, ,, admitted during the year, - 

,, ,, discharged „ - * - 

,, ,, sent to Lunatic Asylum, - 

,, ,, died in hospital, - 

i} „ remaining in hospital, 1st January, 1878, 

Daily average of sick in hospital, ------ 

Extern s prescribed for, -------- 

Daily average prescribed for, ------ 




165 

165 



- 61 



14*92 

2,383 

6*52 



Table 2. — Diseases of those admitted to Hospital. 



Rheumatism, 

Influenza, - 

Debility, 

Observation, 

Ulcer, 

Fracture, 

Erysipelas, - 

Diarrhoea, - 

Gastric, 

Bronchitis, - 

Ophthalmia, 

Uterine, 

Abscess, 

Struma, 

Boil, 




8 

24 

7 

7 

4 

1 

4 

5 
11 
10 

4 

6 

3 

4 
3 



Sprain, 
Contusion, - 
Syncope, - 
Pregnancy, - 
Headache,. - 
Palpitation, 
Syphilis, 
Catalepsy,* - 
Hypochondria, 
Febrile, 

Scald, 

Neurosis, 

Mania, 

Colds, 

Gumboil, 



The same individual admitted six times for the same complaint. 



C 



3 

1 

1 

5 
7 
3 
3 

6 
1 
9 
I 
1 
1 
5 
1 
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Table 3 


-Deaths during the year. 




Convict _ . , 
Prison. B ‘g“ lor 


Initials of 
Name. 


Received in 
Prison. 


Admittod to 
Hospital. 


Died. 


Causo of Death. 


Officer's 


E. L. 


4 Oct., 1872, 


29 Mar., 1877, ' 


' 

1 Apr., 1877, 


AcuteBroncliitis 


* 2319 


A. B. 


17 Apl., 1876, 


12 Nov., 1876, 


15 ,, „ 


Phthisis. 


454 


C. H. 


10 Apl., 1851, 


3 Apl., 1877, 


17 ,, ,, 


Old age and De- 
bility. 


2206 1 


E. H. 


9 Jan., 1875, 


12 Nov., 1876, 


18 May, ,, 


Pulmonary Apo- 
plexy. 



Table 4. — Convicts transferred to Dundrum Criminal Lunatic Asylum. 



Register 

No. 


Initials of 
Namo. 


Where convicted. 


Dato of 
Conviction. 


Removed to 
Prison. 


Transferred 
to Asylum. 


2086 


C. E. 


Downpatrick, - 


I] Apr., 1873, 


22 Apr., 1873, 


11 July, 1877. 


2376 


B. M. 


Cork, - 


6 July, 1877, 


13 July, 1877, 


26 Oct., 1877. 


2335 


J. K. ! 


Naas, - 


1 Aug., 1876, 


1 L Aug., 1876, 


27 „ ‘ „ 



Protestant 

Chaplain's 

Report. 



PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

18, Upper Rutland-street, 
January 15 th, 1878. 



Gentlemen, — D uring tlie past year I have endeavoured faithfully to 
discharge the duties incumbent upon me as Protestant Chaplain of the 
Mount] oy Female Prison. . 

On Sunday and Thursday Divine Service has been celebrated in the 
church, information or instruction on suitable subjects has been given, 
the Holy Communion has been administered at appointed times, the 
hospital has been visited, and I have conversed with and advised the 
prisoners, individually, as I have thought it to be desirable to do so, or 
as it has been represented to me that it vrould be so, or as they have 
“ asked to see me.” In visiting the prison I have had the advantage of 
the sensible and kindly co-operation of the superintendent ; the matrons 
have been attentive and courteous, and those of them who are in 
attendance when the prisoners are present with me, have given me 
useful assistance. 

The Eibles, Prayer-books, and copies of the Church Hymnal, all 
with large print, which you have supplied, have enabled the women 
to take their part in the services of tlie Church, which they do with 
earnestness. Their conduct and demeanour are creditable to themselves 
and to the officers. 

Discipline is enforced firmly but until mildness, and as tlie result 
order and peace prevail. Since January, 1S77, only one prisoner of 
those under my care, has been “in punishment,” and another, 
under the impulse of temper, having committed, on two or three 
occasions, slight offences against the rules, was dealt with accordingly. * 

Those of the prisoners who are actively engaged in the industrial 
work of the prison evidently think it a privilege, and those who have 
to pass through the “ probation ” class and through the first and 
second classes, as preliminary to their being allowed into “ association,” 
try, by their conduct and industry, and by obtaining the requisite 
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“ number of marks,” of which they keep account, “to get out into the 
prison.” The amount of work done beyond what is necessary for the 
requirements of the prison must be considerable. 

In the schools the teachers are considerate of the prisoners in many 
ways, and express good will for their improvement- and welfare. The 
officers, without an exception that I know of, speak well of the superin- 
tendent. This they have always done since her appointment, and the 
prisoners speak respectfully of both. 

We are still favoured with the services of our experienced, judicious, 
and zealous lady visitor. I beg leave to annex a letter from her to 
me. I may add in closing this report that I have not had occasion 
until now to communicate upon any matter connected with my office 
with the General Prisons Board, or with Captain Barlow, tinder 
whose immediate supervision it has been. 

I remain, gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 

David Stuast, Protestant Chaplain. 

To the General Prisons Board. 



44, Upper Rutland-street, 
January 14tli. 

Df.au Mu. Stuart, — Having been a constant visitor in Mountjoy Female 
Convict Prison for nearly twenty years, I thankfully record my conviction 
that the prisoners have never been under more healthful influence than at the 
present time. 

As you are aware I devote a fourth of the hour allotted for religions instruc- 
tion, to what may be called of course in a very limited sense “prison gossip.” 
The Irish Church prisoners under my care tell me many of their words and 
thoughts, and annoyances, and perplexities; so that though I may he some- 
times deceived, I find on .the.. wliflle that this .quarter of an hour is not lost ; 
it gains their interest and confidence, and often enables me to say to them a 
“ word in season.” 

Some months since it was said to me by one, and cordially re-echoed by a 
class of about twenty prisoners, “It is worth our while now trying to be good, 
for we arenever punished unless we deserve it.” 

I may add that after an absence of three months, when I returned from 
England, last autumn, the prisoners asked that the entire olass of twenty 
might come for instruction weekly, not ten and ten fortnightly, as formerly. 

I fold them that' everything must depend upon their own conduct, that if 
they talked, or whispered, or in any way disturbed the class, I should return 
to the original rule of having only so many as I could keep my eye on. It is 
gratifying to know that the prisoners have never forgotten the promises they 
made upon this occasion. The greatest order prevails, and they ask questions 
and give answers which at least show that they are interested in the instruction 

they receive. . • ’ 

I remain, dear Sir. Stuart, 

Faithfully yours, 

Makgtta. Shekietok. 



HO MAN - CATHOLIC CHAPLAINS’ REPORT. 

Mountjoy Female Prison, 
January 16th, 1878. 

Gentlemen,-—' We have the honour to submit to you our report for 
the -year 1877, .and in doing so we have much pleasure in stating that, 
in no year within our experience, has the condition of the prison been as 

satisfactory as during the year just terminated. 



Mountjoy 

Female 

Convict 

Prison. 

Protestant 

Chaplain's 

Report. 



Roman ' 
Catholic 
Chaplains' 
Report. 
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Tile prisoners under our care were afforded ample opportunities of 
practising tlieir religion; and it was edifying to witness the earnestness 
and sincerity with which they prepared themselves for the sacraments 
and assisted at Holy Mass, instructions and prayers. 

Gases of violence and insubordination, rendering solitary confinement 
and punishment necessary, were few, and not at all of as serious a cha- 
racter as in former years. This we regard as the happy result of dis- 
cipline kindly though strictly enforced; and we attach the greater im- 
portance to the improvement in this respect because almost daily ex- 
perience has forced upon us the conviction, that the moral condition of 
prisoners is rarely, if ever, improved by long terms in the penal ward. 

We have endeavoured, by our frequent visits to the work-rooms, to 
encourage that healthy spirit of industry among the convicts, to which 
we alluded in our last report, and we were glad to perceive their in- 
creased interest and energy in the employments allotted to them. 

We feel bound to express our gratitude to the officers, and especially 
to the matrons in charge of the Chapel, Hospital and Penal Ward, for 
the assistance which they kindly rendered us in our visits to the prison. 

We have to renew the wish expressed by us last year, that the con- 
victs may long experience the benefit of the considerate and wise adminis- 
tration of the present excellent Superintendent, whose untiring energy 
has already been productive of such good results. 

We have the honour to he, gentlemen, 

Your obedient servants, 

Bartholomew FitzPatrick, r.c.0. 

Michael Walsh, a.r.c.c. 

To the General Prisons Board. 



PRESBYTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Mountj oy Female Convict Prison, 
January, 1S7S. 

Gentlemen, — In looking through my Journal for the past year I see 
nothing of more than usual importance to report. I have been enabled 
regularly to discharge my duties by Divine Service on Sabbath Days ; and 
religious instruction on successive Tuesdays either from the Scripture, 
or some interesting biography or moral narrative. 

The prisoners under my care have conducted themselves with exemp- 
lary propriety ; and their attention to my ministrations has given me 
much satisfaction. 

Prom the excellent superintendent, and all the matrons, and officers, 
I have received every facility for, and encouragement in, the performance 
of my work. _ , 

The present efficient condition of this important prison must he very 
"ratifying to all interested in the reformatory system of prison life. To 
so deal with criminals as by judicious discipline and teaching to fit them, 
when discharged, for society, is seen to be more than possible by the 
success which has crowned the noble efforts of those who wisely originated, 
and ably worked out the merciful and effective system. 

I am, gentlemen, 

Yours faithfully, 

S. G. Morrison, Presbyterian Chaplain. 

The General Prisons Board. 
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SCHOOLMISTRESS’S REPORT. 



Mountjoy 

Female 

Convict 

.Prison. 



Mountjoy Female Prison, 

11th January, 1878. 

Gentlemen, — In compliance with your instructions, I have the honour f Stress's 
to transmit my report on the worldng and results of the school in con- Report. 
nexion with this prison for the year ended 31st December, 1877. 

Mo change has taken place 'in the teaching power, and the school was 
open for the instruction, of the prisoners, .on 303 working days during 
the year. 



Average on rolls for 1R77 , 

Average daily attendance, 

Total admitted during the year, - 



237 

156 

55 



The school is open from* 8-| to 11-| o’clock in the forenoon and 
from 2 to 4 o’clock in the afternoon of each day, except Satur- 
• day, on which there is no afternoon school. The teachers are thus 
employed in active teaching for five .hours each day, except on 
Saturday, when they are only employed for three hours. 

It may be, and I believe sometimes is said, gentlemen, that the time 
during which the teachers are employed is short, compared with the time 
other officers, discharging duties of a different nature, are employed. 
Though not strictly within the province of this report, I respectfully 
take the liberty of here inserting the opinion of an eminent educationist 
on this very point. 

<f Persons who compare the mere routine duties of clerks and similar 
officials, with the ever anxious and wearying exertions of those, whose 
life is devoted to the instruction of others, or who measure equally and 
solely the labours of both by the simple standard of the time devoted by 
them to their respective occupations, assuredly fall into a most serious 
mistake.” 

Acting on the principle that a person cannot teach others what she 
does not know and thoroughly understand herself, I have dispensed with 
the services of monitresses, with the exception of one who is . employed 
in merely mechanical occupations, such as assisting in the distribution 
and collection of school requisites, &c. 

All the prisoners are now brought under the personal influence of the 
teachers, and I find that much more satisfactory progress is made, as it 
is very rare to find monitresses amongst the criminal classes possessing 
the knowledge, and the skill in teaching, necessary to render them 
instruction effective. My experience of twenty-two years enables me to 
say that the aid afforded by monitresses, selected from the prisoners, is 
of very little value indeed. _ _ . 

For school purposes the prisoners are divided into four sections : 
the first book section, the second book section, the third book section, 
and the fourth book section. The 55 prisoners admitted, were ex- 
amined on reception, and classified as under : — 



First Book, ■wholly illiterate, 

Second Book, able to read a little, - 
Third Book, - 
Fourth Book, - 



No. 

22 

13 

15 



Total, 65 

All those ill the First and Second Books were unable to ^ j of the 
15 in the Third Book, 12 were able to write fairly, and oi the o 
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Modntjoy the Fourth Booh, 4 "were able to write well. 



Female 

CoNvicr 

Prison. 


condition may then he summarised as : — 
Wholly illiterate, - 
Able to read very badly, - 


_ 




- 


School- 


,, ,, ,, fairly, 


- 


mistress's 


„ „ » well, 


- 


Report. 


Total, 


- 




Unable to write, 

Able to write fairly, - 

Able to write well, - - 


: 



Their educational 



- 22 

- 13 

- 15 

- 5 

- 55 



- 39 

- 12 
- 4 



Total, - - - - - 55 

I give the progress made in reading, writing, and arithmetic, in the 
subjoined table : — 



Advanced during the year: — 

Erom First to Second Book, - 

„ Second to Third „ - 

,, Third to Fourth ,, 

Commenced learning to write, - 

Learned to write, - - - - - 

„ to make figures, - - - 

Advanced from making figures to Simple Addition, _ 

,, ,, Simple Addition to Simple Subtraction, 

, , to Compound Rules and above, 



15 

22 

21 

60 

46 

60 

50 

30 

15 



In estimating the progress recorded in the foregoing table, I am sure, 
gentlemen, you will bear in mind the character and the capacity of the 
pupils, and also, that- each prisoner receives only one hour’s instruction 



uiuiy • ■ # - 

Special attention is bestowed on making the prisoners not only good 
readers, hut also in cultivating a taste for reading amongst them, for, 
as has been well observed, “ It is of great moment that as many as pos- 
sible amongst the poor should be able to read aloud, so as to be well 
understood, and listened to with pleasure. It tends to make liome 
more attractive, to relieve the weariness of the sick bed, and to increase 
the comforts and supports of the poor man.” 

The many advantages of being able to read well, a few of which are 
pointed out in the preceding extract, are carefully impressed on the 
prisoners 1 minds. In this way we endeavour to create an interest and a 
desire to learn amongst them, and I am happy to report that our efforts 
have been attended with very considerable success during the year just 



closed. . . 

A glance at the table will show that very fair progress was made in 
writing. Those in the Third and Fourth Books, write a fair, open, 
legibkTliand, and not the cramped, illegible, angular hand, which females 
are so fond of imitating. The copies, I feel pleasure in stating, are exe- 
cuted with a neatness and care, which reflect credit on the prisoners. 
Vere Foster’s Copy Books, to which I alluded in my last report, continue 
to he used with very great advantage to both teachers and prisoners. _ 

Female prisoners in general, have very little taste for arithmetic. 
They look upon it as dry and unattractive, and do not at all apply them- 
selves to it as they do to reading and writing. Hence the progress, 
though fair under the circumstances, was not so satisfactory as that 
made in the two latter subjects. 

Mental arithmetic, writing from dictation, and geography, were also 
taught, and reasonable progress made in each, but which it would not 
be easy to accurately set forth in a tabulated form. 

In the year 1869, the Bight Honorable the Chairman introduced a 
very important regulation. It was tha t every prisoner before being con- 
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siderecl eligible far removal to Refuges, should be able to read and Moon-hoy 
write ; but that, in the event of any not being able to do so, a satisfactory Female 
reason, in writing should be assigned by me for their not being up to the Prison. 
required standard. This is clearly explained to each, as soon as possible — • 
after her admission. For the past seven year’s this regulation has been 
observed, and of its good effects in stimulating to habits of application Report. 
and industry I cannot speak too highly. 

Forty-eight prisoners were transferred to the refuges during the year ; 
of these 41 were able to read, and 35 were able to read and write, of 
the 7 unable to read or write, some of them were stupid, feeble-minded 
women who were incapable of making visible progress. They were, 
however, orderly and attentive, and often expressed their gratitude for 
the good advice they got ; and I am led to hope that their time in school 
was not without profit. 

The conduct of the prisoners while in school was very good. I had 
not had occasion to report a single one of them for misconduct 
during the year. This shows pretty clearly, I think, the control and 
influence which we have over them, and also that they appreciate the 
privileges of the school, and that the instruction they receive is exer- 
cising a healthy influence on their minds and conduct, the mox-e especi- 
ally when it is remembered that the great majority were never before 
trained in habits of regularity and subordination to authority. 

In dealing with the unfortunate class committed to our care, gentle- 
men, we do not forget, that though they have violated the laws, and 
deserve to be punished, yet “ that their good feelings may he as usefully 
encouraged and beneficially directed, as their vices may he censured and 
their crimes punished.” 

In conclusion T feel great pleasure in bearing testimony to the pru- 
dence, zeal, and efficiency with which my colleagues discharged their 
duties during the year. 

I liave the honour to be, gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Mary Dwyer, Head Schoolmistress. 

The General Prisons Board, 

Lower Castle Yard. 



LUSK INTERMEDIATE PRISON. L „ SK 

IfiTERYE- 

• ii DIATJ5 

No change has taken place during the past year m the arrange- PjUB0S _ 
ments of this prison. The management of the prison is very — 

creditable to the Superintendent. The conduct and industry of 
the convicts have been good. 

During the year a stone building has been erected to replace 
an iron store, which has become unfit for further use, the 
experience of iron buildings here appears to jirove that unless such 
are constructed of galvanized iron, the buildings are unsuitable m 
this country. Some farm building^ to replace buildings made 
with mud are also in progress. 

The health of both officers and prisoners has been good. 

One escape took place during the year; the prisoner was arrested. 

As in former years, the agent for discharged convicts has given 
valuable assistance to convicts released from this ana the other 
convict prisons. _ _ 

1 T K A-RT.nW. 
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SUPERINTENDENTS REPORT. 

Lusk Convict Prison, 

11th January, 1878. 

Gentlemen, — I beg leave to submit my annual report for the past 
year ending 31st December, 1877. 

On the 1st January 53 convicts were in custody at Lusk, 85 have 
been received from Spike Island and 6 from Mountjoy Male Convict 
Prison, making a total of 144. Out of tills number 87 have been 
released on licence, 2 have been discharged on completion of sentence, 3 
have been removed to Mountjoy Hospital, and 1 absconded in February 
last, but turned up shortly afterwards at Kilkenny, leaving at Lusk 51 
convicts on the 31st December, 1877. The daily average number has 
boon 48. The conduct and industry of the convicts have been satisfactory. 
They have attended school each evening after working hours, and are. all 
fairly educated. 

The convicts attend the religious services at the parish church and 
chapel, and their chaplains attend at the prison once each week and 
give them religious instruction, and many leave much improved and 
hopeful characters on release. The prison farm-works have been done 
by convict labour, tradesmen have been employed at their trades, some 
stones have been quarried; and all has been done same as in former 
years. The produce of the farm will show a fail’ return at the end of the 
year, when all shall have been disposed of. It is only just to state that 
I have been well assisted by every officer connected with the prison. 

The usual statistics are annexed. 

I certify that the rules have been complied with in every respect as 
usual. 



I have the honour to be, gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 

R. Gunning, Superintendent. 



The General Prisons Board, 

Lower Castle Yard, Dublin. 



Return showing the different Crops of the Farm in the 3 r ear 1877. 



Wheat, * 

Oats, - - - 

Barley, - - - 

Potatoes, 

Turnips, - 
Man golds, 

Parsnips, 

Vetches, 

Cabbages, 

Other garden vegetables, 
Meadow, [- 

Pasture, 



Acres. 

- 17 

- - 23 

- 14 

-1 - 

- 17 

4 

1 

2 

1 

2 

- 25 

- 51 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




of Convict Prisons for Ireland. 



41 



Return showing the disposal of the principal Farm Produce during the year Lusk 
ended 31st December, 1877- Intbrme- 

'111- i~i~i i I i i TT'i ?K.SON. 



o5 3 o« .o 

£ £ s . s 

O e8 | «8 

u o « ^ 



* I w W | c 



^ £ Superin - 

.5 of j Undent's 
d § 1 Report. 

£ a 



No. No. No. No. No. Lbs. Barrels. Barrels. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts Doz. Cwts. 

17 3 132 105 67 584 33 112 464 374 232 225 45 378 150 150 

Return of Live Stock at Lusk Prison, 3 1st December, 1877. 
Stall-feeding, - - 15 Sheep, ewes, - - - 102 

Milch cows, - - - 7 ,, wethers, - - 76 

Yearlings, - - - 5 ,, rams, - - - 3 

Calves, 2 Horses, old and young, - 10 

Pigs, - - - 62 Asses, - - 1 

Account showing the value of Productive Labour of Prisoners at LuskPrison 
for the year ended 31st December, 1877. 



Masons, 

Carpenters, 

Smiths, 

Coopers, 

Slaters, 

Shoemakers, 

Tailors, 



£ s. d. 

14 1 0 0 

62 0 0 
65 0 0 

28 15 0 Daily average number, 
4 0 0 0 Less sick, 

51 12 0 
25 4 0 



Forty prisoners employed 
at general farm work, 

quarrying, &c., for.fifty- . 

two weeks, at 11s. a week, 1,144 0 0 Average earning of each eflective pri- 

soner, £31 10s. 2d. 



1,511 11 0 



Return showing the Number of Convicts in custody during the year ended 
31st December, 1877, and how they have been disposed of. 

In custody 1st January, 1877, _ - - - 53 

Received from Mountjoy Male Convict Prison, - J 

„ from Spike Island via Mountjoy, - - - 85 

Total, - - 144 

ft7 

Released on licence, - - " " "*2 

Discharged on completion of sentence, - - * 

Removed to Mountjoy Male Prison Hospital, - - 

Absconded, - - ~ M 

Remaining in custody, 31st December, 1877, - - ^ 

Total, - ^ 48-35 

Daily average number in custody, - 

Return showing the Proportion of Sick and Deaths to the number of Prisoners 
in this Prison for the year ended 3 1 st December, 18/7. 



Daily Average No. 
of Prisoners. 



Daily Average No. 
of Sick. 



Pcr-centage on 
Prison Popnlition. 
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Sentences of 91 Convicts received during tlie year ended 31st December, 1877. 



5 years’ penal servitude, 
7 „ „ 

>» 



Total, 



64 

25 

1 

1 

91 



Ages on reception of 91 Convicts received during the year ended 3 1st 
December, 1877. 



20 years and under 30, 
30 ,, ,, 40 , 

40 ,, „ 60, 

50 „ „ 60, 

60 years and upwards, 



Total, - 



45 

26 

15 

4 

1 



Chimes of 91 Convicts received during the year ended 31st December, 1877. 



Arson, - 
Assault, malicious, 

,, and robbery, 

,, occasioning actual bodily liarmi - 
Bigamy, - - - - - 

Breaking and entering shop and former conviction. 

Burglary and felony, ------- 

„ ,, robbery, ------ 

Felony after former conviction, - ' 

Feloniously having and uttering forged bank notes, 

,, stealing Post Office letters, - 
„ setting fire to liis bed in county gaol, _ - 

Found aTmed at night with a dangerous and offensive weapon, 
with intent to break and enter dwelling-house and commit a 
felony therein, ------ 

Forgery, . - - - - - . - “ 

Horse stealing, ------- 

Housebreaking and robbery, - 

Highway robbery, - - - 

Housebreaking and larceny and previous conviction, 

Larceny, -------- 

,, from person, - 

„ of money, ------ 

„ from employer, - . - 

, , and former conviction for felony, - 

J» ») 5> 

„ in house, value of £5, 

Military offences, ------- 

Compelling to quit dwelling, 

Obtaining goods under false pretences, - 
„ money by ,, - 

Rape, - • - 

I-tobbery, - - - - - - % 

,, from the person, ------ 

,, Avith violence, ------ 

Sheep stealing, ------- 

Stealing hens, ------- 

Wounding, - 

Burglary and former conviction for felony, - 

Total, - - - - r 

Of the above, twenty served in the army. 



1 

1 

2 
1 

0 

1 

19 

12 

1 
1 
6 
5 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
3 
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Return showing the reported Previous Convictions of 91 Convicts received Lusk 
during the year ended 31st December, 1877. Interme- 

Notreported to have been previously Eleven times, 1 prison. 

convicted,- - - - - 29 Twelve ,, - - - 1 " 

Once, - - ^ Fourteen „ - - - ' 1 Superintend 

Twice, « - - - - - 3? Fifteen „ - - - 1 denCs 

Three times, - - - - 12 Twenty-one ,, - - - • - 1 Report. 

Pour ,, - - - 5 Thirty-seven ,, - - - 1 

Five ,, 3 Fifty-one „ - - • - 1 

Six 2 

Eight , - - - - 3 

Rine ,, 2 Total, - - 91 

Ten ,, - - - 1 

Of the above, forty were convicted in Dublin. 



PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. ****** 

Chaplain's 

The Vicarage, Lusk, Report. 

January lltk, 1878.. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to present my report for the year 
ending 31st December, 1877. 

During that time the conduct of the several prisoners under my 
spiritual instruction has been unexceptionably good. Their demeanour 
and attention while attending Divine Service in the parish church have 
been uniformly correct and exemplary. 

The desire to improve the moral tone of their character, and the ex- 
pressed wish to begin life on leaving the prison with renewed hopes of 
being fortified with God’s blessing against future temptations, are, in my 
opinion, amongst the most substantial proofs of the good work such an 
institution as Lusk Prison-farm is capable of effecting both in lessening 
crime as well as in the vast majority of cases reforming the criminal. _ 

The judicious management, in conjunction with the firm but kind dis- 
charge of the onerous duties of the institution as carried out by the 
superintendent, Mr. Gunning, have afforded me an opportunity of self- 
improvement in coming in contact with the prisoners, for which I feel 
thankful. I have found the several officials most respectful and obliging 
at all. times. 

X remain, gentlemen, 

' * Yours obediently/ 

’ William Brennan, a.m., 

Protestant Chaplain, Lusk Convict Prison. 

The General Prisons Board, 

Lower Castle Yard, Dublin.. 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN'S REPORT. gXL 

Parochial House, Lusk, chaplain's 

Gentlemen - , — It is a pleasing duty to be able to report favourably year 
after year of this excellent establishment, the Lusk Convict Prison. As 
far as I have opportunities of judging, everything is carried out with the 
greatest care aid attention. Under the mild but firm management of 
the excellent superintendent and the other officers the work of the pnson 
goes on well, and the result is manifest in the abundant crops which the 
farm annually yields. The Catholic prisoners attend on Sundays and 
holidays at the Catholic parochial church, and they assist at the solemn 
services of their religion with the most edifying devotion. 

Your obedient servant, 

N. O’Pabbell, p.p., B.c.c. 

The General Prisons Board, 

Lower Castle Yard, Dublin. 
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Lusk 
Interme- 
diate 
Prison. 

Medical 
Officer’s 
lioport. 



Registrar 
and 
School 

Instructor's 11th. January, 1878. 

Report. ■ J ’ 

Gentlemen, — I beg leave to submit my report on the educational de- 
partment of this prison for the year ended 31st December, 1877. 

Outlie 1st January, 1877, there were in this prison 53 convicts in 
the various school-classes ; 9 1 were received during the year ; making a 
total of 144 inmates within that period. Of these, 87 were discharged 
or released on licence, 3 were transferred to Mountjoy Male Prison for 
hospital treatment, and 1 absconded, leaving 51 in the prison on the 31st 
December, 1877. Each evening, after the labours of tbe day are over, 
the prisoners attend school for two hours, viz., from half-past five o’clock 
to half-past seven o’clock. The manner of instruction is just the same 
as in former years, and it gives me much pleasure to be able to state that 
their attention to the instructions given them has been all that is 
desirable, and the results have been that almost all could read and write 
on release. As an instance, of 51 prisoners who were in this prison on 
Saturday, the 29th January last, 50 signed their names in acknowledg- 
ment of their weekly gratuity, and many of these were completely illi- 
terate on their conviction. The moral tone of the prisoners at Lusk 
has been good, and their intentions generally when leaving this prison 
appear to be to look up and aspire after better things in future, and I 
feel assured that some who have not done well alter release would have 
done better had their paths not been crossed by old and vicious associates, 
who very probably limed them into crime again. 

I am, gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 

C. Daly, Registrar and School Instructor. 

The General Prisons Board, „ 

Lower Castle Yard, Dublin. 



MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT. 

Lusk Government Prison, 

1st January, 1878. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to submit the usual report of the 
sanitary condition of this prison during the past year. 

The amount of sickness among the officers and prisoners has been 
trifling, and there has been no case of a serious or dangerous character. 
This gratifying state of things is to be attributed to the fact that the 
prisoners are well clothed and fed, an expenditure which is in reality (by 
the prevention of sickness) judicious economy. The new stone hut also 
conduces to this object, and I notice with satisfaction that the ventila- 
tion of this building is about to be made thoroughly perfect. The fact 
that, notwithstanding the severe inclemency of the past season, I am 
able to give this satisfactory account, is also considerably due to the 
constant attention to the necessary comfort of the prisoners on the part of 
Mr. Gunning and the other officers. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, 

Y our faithful servant, 

E. J. B. Quinlan, m.d., Trim Coll., Dub., 
Medical Superintendent. 

To the General Prisons Board. 



REGISTRAR AND SCHOOL INSTRUCTOR’S REPORT. 

Lusk Convict Prison, 
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APPENDIX. 



Appendix. 



Return showing the Proportion of Sick and Deaths to the 
Number of Prisoners in the Irish Convict Prisons for the years 
1854, 1855, 1856, 1857, 1858, and 1859. 
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Arrr.Niju. Return showing the Proportion of Sick, and Deaths to the 

Number of Prisoners in the Irish Convict Prisons for the years 

I860, 1861, 1862, 1863, 1864, and 1865. 





18G0. • 


1861. 


— . 


I i 
t"I 


t-. . 

if 

gPn 


2^ 
ir R 

5t 

to a 


is 

3 


o’ 

H 


1 t 

“bS 

.3 ' s 

’E. -3- 
tS* P4 


11 


2 

CR R 

•S-4 

‘q -R 

Is 


s’* 


H 


No. of Prisoners, . 


783 


. 423 


105 


251 


1,562 


676 


394 


94 


205 


1,369 


Average daily No. 
of Sick, . 


22, 


17 


4 


11 


54 


15 


20- 


’4 


■ 11 


. 50 


No. of Deaths, . 


3 


11 


- 


1 


15 


1 


6 


1 


3 


11 


Per-centage on pri- 
son population, . 


•3 


2;S 


- 


*4 


■96 


•1 


1-5 


W 


1*5 


•80 




1862. 


1863. 


— 


Spiko Island 
and 

Philipstown* 


.0 © 

1 i ' 


Smitlificld 
and Lusk. 


o . 

§3 . 

.0 i«3 

3 1 


1 

H 


•d 

1 

ri 


(>■* . 
IP'S 
§ 1 


1-d 

cR R 
.giJ 


*? 9 
¥ 


£ 


No. of Prisoners, . 


708 


416 


79 


316 


1,519 


783 


460 


75 


370 


1,688 


Average daily No. 
• of Sick, . 




2 7- 


■ 4 


17 


62 


9 


26 


4 


17 


56 


No. of Deaths, 


8 


10 


- 


5 


23 


10 


4 


- 


5 


19 


Pcr-centage on pri- 
son population, . 


M 


2-4 


- 


1*5 


1-5 


1*2 


•8 


- 


1-3 


M 




1864. 


1865. 


— 


1 

.3 

'a, 


!*» . 
11' 


|| 


II 

O rO. 

3 


CO 

3 

H 


5 

M 

S? 


"c ^ 

g 1 
3* 


Smitlificld 
and Lusk. 


t- 

C ’rt 

a 


"rt 

O 

H 


No. of Prisoners, . 


9 18 


499 


99 


290 


1,80G 


901 


m 


105 


221 


1,713 


Average daily No. 
of Sick, . 


8 


30 


8 


16 


62 


8 


28 


5 


19 


60 


No. of Dcatlis, 


. 7 


13 


2 


10 


32 


10 


10 


2 


2 


24 


Per-centage on pri- 
son population, . 


•7 


2-6 


2-0 


3-4 


1*7 


1*1 


,•2 


1*9 


•9 


1-4 



. Philipstown Prison was closed on tire 31st March, 18G2, 
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Retubh showing the Proportion of Sick and Deaths to the appendix. 
Number of Prisoners in the Irish Convict Prisons for the years — 
1866, 1867, 1868, 186.9, 1870, and 1871. 
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* SmitUfioId Prison was closed and the Prisoners transferred to Lusk on 15th Juno, 1869. 
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Appendix. Return showing the Proportion of Sick and Deaths to the 
— Number of Prisoners in the Irish Convict Prisons for the years 
1872, 1873, 1874, 1875, 1876, and 1877. 
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Director of Convict Prisons for Ireland. 49 

Return showing the Expenditure under each Head of Service in the year 
ended 31st March, 1877, made by the Director of Convict Prisons. 



Hoads of Service. 




Mountjoy, 


Monntjoy, 


Lusk, 


Spike Island, 






156 Males. 


274 Fcmalos. 


43 Males. 


683 Males. 


Cost op Stapp. 


£ s. 


d. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


£ *. 


d. 


£ 


s. d. 


£ 




d. 


Salaries and wages, 


14,190 S 


7 


2,778 


11 


6 


2,959 2 10 


775 


0 0 


7,677 


14 


3 


Allowance in lieu of rations and 
























quarters, 


3,259 2 


4 


530 


2 


3 


735 19 


9 


135 


0 0 


1,858 


0 


4 


Uniform for officers, 


940 6 


9 


164 


9 


2 


150 2 


3 


69 


6 5 


556 


8 11 


Total cost of staff, 


18,389 17 


8 


3,473 


2 11 


3,845 4 10 


979 


6 5 


10,092 


3 


6 


Annual cost per prisoner, . 


15 18 


1 


22 


5 


3 


14 0 


J. 


22 


15 G 


14 


15 


6 


Maintenance of Convicts. 
Victualling for convicts, including 


























medical comforts for sick, . 


10,742 19 


3 


1,425 10 


0 


2,767 19 


1 


564 


0 11 


5,985 


9 


3 


Medicines, surgicalinstruments,&c., 


173 7 


4 


37 


2 


10 


58 13 


D 


16 


11 11 


60 


18 10 


Soap, scouring and cleaning articles, 


437 8 


9 


86 


2 


8 


183 4 


10 


10 


0 3 


158 


1 


0 


Clothing for prisoners,* 


2,825 15 


1 


471 17 


0 


459 8 


6 


261 


7 0 


1,633 


2 


7 


Fuel, light, and water,! . 


3,793 16 


9 


1,028 


0 11 


1,217 2 


4 


121 


19 6 


1,426 


14 


O 


Total expenses of mainte- 


























nance, .... 
Annual cost per prisoner, . 


17,973 7 


2 


3,048 13 


5 


4,686 8 


6 


973 19 7 


9,264 


5 


8 


15 11 


0 


19 


10 10 


17 2 


1 


22 


13 0 


13 


11 


3 


Jedding for prisoners, . 


755 8 


10 


139 


7 


11 


83 9 


8 


1 


3 4 


531 


7 11 


Furniture and fittings,! 


344 13 


3 


129 


1 


8 


151 8 10 




— 


64 


2 


9 


Kitchen utensils, crockery, &c., 


45 0 


5 


11 12 


K 


30 11 


1 


1 


11 G 


1 


5 


4 


Escort and conveyance of convicts, 


136 11 


8 


8 


5 


5 


41 1 


0 


47 


1 1 


40 


4 


2 


Gratuities to convicts, . 
.Ordinary repairs of buildings,! 


1,339 6 


11 


17 


4 


6 


*453 15 


2 


§557 17 10 


310 


9 


5 


1,781 15 


4 


549 


5 


10 


697 18 


9 


44 


5 1 


490 


5 


8 


Kents, rates, and taxes,! 


969 11 


5 


542 


3 


9 


386 11 


5 


32 


10 3 


8 


6 


0 


Incidental expenses, 


424 12 


9 


89 


10 


10 


96 14 


7 


33 


2 2 


205 


5 


2 


Gross total expenses, 

. Gross annual charge per 


42,160 5 


5 


8,008 


8 


9 


10,473 3 


10 


2,670 17 3 


21,007 


15 


7 


























prisoner, 


36 9 


5 


51 


6 


9 


38 4 


6 


62 


2 3 


30 


15 


2 


Deduct— 


























Value of labour, exclusive of em- 


























ploymcnts in the service of the 




























17,152 16 


1 


1,071 


9 


3 


2,408 10 


2 


1,180 


2 .0 






Incidental receipts (sale of old 
stores, &c.), .... 


163 19 


2 


6 


1 10 


67 16 


10 


5 


11 6 


84 


9 


0 


Total deductions, 


17,316 15 


3 


1,077 


11 


1 


2,476 7 


0 


1,185 


13 6 


12,577 


3 


8 


Net cost (with the above deductions) 


24,843 10 


2 


6,930 


17 


8 


7,396 16 


10 


1,485 


3 9 


8,430 31 11 


Net annual charge per prisoner (do.) 


21 9 




44 












1 “ 


— 


- 



* This item includes the cost of clothing supplied to prisoners on liberation, which amounted to £391 13*. 6 d., 

v j E . £6 14 .J. 6 d., in Mountjoy Male Convict Prison; £118 15*. 1<L, in Mountjoy Female Convict Prison; 

£178 lfi*. lid., in Lusk Prison; and £87 Is., in Spike Island Prison. 

t Tlio expenditure under these heads of service is defrayed by the Board of Public Works, and the amounts shown 
have been furnished by that department, except for rates. Under this head a Included a sum of £960 14*. Ud. paid 
by the Treasury, in the year onded 31st March, 1877, as one year s bounty in lieu of rates for the Convict Prisons. 

J This amount includes the gratuities earned by Female Convicts while on licence in refuges. 

8 ThU sum includes the gratuities Burned by the Con-riots whils in the other prisons before thoir lemoral to Lust 
II Owing to a Tory ooMiaer.hlo .mount of tho labour of the Convicts being tmdoi'the control of other dojmrtmouts. 
it is not possible to make a calculation based on moaratomonts ; tho valuo of labour given in tho return tas .ton based 
on a dailrrato of moos calculatod at about ono-tblrd loss than that paid to tradesmen and labourers m tho looalUim 
wlioro tho prisons are situated ; as tho works on which Convicts aro employed aro principally for Govornmont, only a 
small portion of tho amount set down is aotually received in cash. 



D 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Dublin : Printed by Alexander Thom, 87 & 88, Abbey-street. 
Printer to the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty. 

For Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




